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Nouvelles de l'Unité de recherche en éthique pragmatique de la santé



Living Ethics International Network - Open call for proposals – 2026-2027 Series

The Living Ethics International Network organizes annual online seminar and panel series. In line with the living

ethics approach, we aim to make these series co-imagined and co-created. Do you have an innovative,

collaborative, dynamic project you want to share? Does your work resonate with the living ethics approach? We

invite you to send your proposal for an online activity for the 2026-2027 series! 


Please click here to download the document for your proposal. More details are provided within the document.

Thank you for your collaboration!














L’équipe à le plaisir d’annoncer 2 nouvelles publications :


 

D’Anjou, B., & Racine, E. (2026). A Living Ethics Project to Address Inappropriate Levels of Care: Process and

Outcomes. Journal of Bioethical Inquiry, 1-16.





Racine, E., D'Anjou, B., Baril, G., Bergeron-Leclerc, C., Bier, N., Davey, K., ... & Lévesque, J. F. (2026). Learning from

Experiences of 10 Canadian Living Labs. The Canadian Journal of Action Research, 26(1), 118-144.







Pour en savoir sur nos différents projets : https://www.pragmatichealthethics.ca/fr/

 

Profile of the month



Gary Goldsand, BA, MA.





Gary Goldsand’s clinical ethics practice began at the Royal

Alexandra Hospital in Edmonton, after 5 years of full time graduate

studies at the University of Toronto - during the inaugural years of

the Joint Centre for Bioethics (late 1990s). In Edmonton he was

mentored by Rev. Dr. Neil Elford towards a clinically engaged

practice, attending weekly meetings of teams in high risk obstetrics,

ICU, NICU, and interacting freely and consistently with clinicians,

patients, and families.  He brought this “ethicist as engaged frontline

clinician” model to the supervision of a year-long clinical ethics

practicum - delivered annually until 2013.    In recent years Gary

practices health ethics in Regina, Saskatchewan, supporting urban

and rural hospitals, as well as local ethics committees.   His current

interests include exploring how best to deliver effective, supportive

ethics services in rural communities, when distance prevents

presence at the bedside.


 

Trust construction, decision support, dispute resolution, and

reducing moral burden ought to be the central goals of clinical ethics practice. 

 

The complexity of modern healthcare and the pervasiveness of clinical uncertainty make clear the task of health

ethicists supporting clinical decision makers in hospitals, nursing homes, and clinics.  We aim to improve the quality

of decision-making by clarifying, analyzing, balancing, and reflecting with others so that decisions are well-

informed.  Over thousands of consultations I have found that a series of conversations with patients, clinicians, and

clinical teams often enables solutions to the issues we are consulted about, without the need for a dedicated

“ethics committee meeting.”   Patients and their caregivers frequently want a sounding board as they face difficult

situations - someone they trust who can listen and support; someone who can offer honest and reasonable advice

about processes and tricky dilemmas.

 

Dedicated ethics meetings are sometimes effective for communicating about a case, but most of the time a series

of individual discussions leads to recommendations that I’d deliver personally, and write about in a patient’s chart

when involved directly.   In order to earn the trust of those who consult with us, ethicists are well served to clarify

our intention to be unbiased and neutral as we facilitate discussions.  We approach any clinical issue not as a pure

patient advocates, nor as a risk managers for our employer, but rather as deliberate inhabitants of the space in-

between, examining all sides equally, with the core goal of leaving decision makers confident that the issues they

face will be thoroughly considered.

 

Links :

John Dossetor Health Thics Centre - University of Alberta

Saskatchewan Health Authority : Ethics 

 

Références sélectionnées :





- Weijer, C., Goldsand, G., & Emanuel, E. J. (1999). Protecting communities in research: current guidelines and

limits of extrapolation. Nature genetics, 23(3), 275-280.





-  Goldsand, G. (2019). Pursuing reflective equilibrium when hospital patients smoke. In Healthcare Management

Forum (Vol. 32, No. 1, pp. 44-46). SAGE Publications.





- Saso-Baudaux, G., Henry, A., Gaer, I., Anderson, J., Barned, C., Bell, J. A., Buchman, D., de Bie, L., Doussau, A.,

Duthie, K., Fortin, P., Gibson, J. A., Goldsand, G., Heesters, A. M., Jameson, K., Jiwani, B., Lanoix, M., Lemieux, G.,

Olmos-Perez, A., Petit, É., Porter, A., Talbot, A., Warren, M., Zlotnik Shaul, R. & Racine, E. (2026). Understanding

What Clinical Ethical Cases Are: A Review and Perspectives from a Canadian Collaborative Working Group.

Canadian Journal of Bioethics / Revue canadienne de bioéthique, 9(2), 104–117. 





 

Events and announcements





The Montreal Health Ethics Conference Series





The Montreal Health Ethics Conference Series aims to

bring clinicians, academics, patients, politicians, public

figures, students and community members together to

think about and discuss issues in health ethics. It has

hosted over a hundred scholars from local and

international institutions since 2007. The series’

objective, supported by many academic institutions

located in Montreal, is to promote interdisciplinary

reflection as well as foster new ways of thought that

better assemble the larger public.





Le thème de la série 2026 : l’enfance numérique. 








Prochaine conférence : 4 juin - Andréanne Poutré, Dt.P. - L'image corporelle à l'ère des réseaux sociaux. 













Pour s'inscrire pour les conférences a venir : Cliquez-ici


Pour voir nos conférences précédentes : Pragmatic Health Ethics Research Unit Channel

 




New Events & Announcements





Call for book abstracts: Environment, Ethics, and the Exposome - Developments in Neuroethics and Bioethics

(Volume 10)


Volume editor: Dr. Judy Illes (University of Bristh Columbia) & Dr. Laura Cabrera (Penn State University).


The volume provides actionable insights for fostering policy changes related to environmental exposures, ensuring

that neuroscience insights integrate with environmental science, social science, and ethics in ways to foreground

prevention, resilience, and collective responsibility.


Important Dates: Abstracts due June 1 2026 would be ideal, at least a signal of your interest would help. 


First full draft due on Oct 1, 2026 for review. Final draft due January 30, 2027.


More information: click-here


Contact: jilles@mail.ubc.ca / lcabrera@psu.edu





Conférence : Paroles de vieilles et de vieux : Qui ? Comment ? Pourquoi ? Qu’ont à dire les vieilles personnes ?


En ligne – jeudi 11 juin de 6 :00 – 7 :00 am (ET) par Gérontologie et Société


Avec notamment : Pascal Dreyer, Marie Stoecklin, Hugo Bertillot, Damien Vanneste, Marion David, Thibauld

Moulaert, Nicolas Foureur.


Plus d'informations : cliquez-ici


Lien de connexion : cliquez-ici





Workshop : Dementia And Care: Thinking Beyond Personhood?


19 June 2026 – Online via Teams ; Organized by Annette Leibing, Fernando Vidal, and Federico Zilio


A workshop organized in the framework of the project Human-Robot Interaction with older adults suffering from

dementia: Sociocultural and gender differences and ethical and professional implications in the use of companion

robots (MyRobot).


For more information: click-here


Link to connect: click-here





38th European Conference on Philosophy of Medicine and Health Care - The Dynamics of Medical

Transformations: Society, Technology, Knowledge and Ethics


Organisation: European Society of Philosophy of Medicine and Health Care - In Rotterdam from 25th August

2026 to the 28th.


Technological innovations have continuously reshaped medicine—not only transforming clinical practices but also

challenging and reformulating the moral values, norms, and knowledge frameworks that underpin healthcare.

From the invention of the stethoscope to the rise of artificial intelligence, from the upheavals of world wars to the

global COVID-19 pandemic, every crisis and breakthrough prompts fundamental questions: What do we prioritise

in medicine? What counts as valid evidence? What does it mean for care to be ‘good’?


More information: click-here





Postdoctoral Scholar in Biomedical Ethics  - Stanford Center for Biomedical Ethics 


One postdoctoral fellowship position is available as part of the Stanford Training Program in Ethical, Legal, and

Social Implications (ELSI) Research and at the Center for Integration of Research on Genetics and Ethics (CIRGE).

This position is contingent on renewal of NIH funding for the program. Candidates from underrepresented groups

are strongly encouraged to apply.


Closing date : July 1st 2026


More information : click-here


 

Literature 




Interdisciplinary foundations of health ethics





Clinical ethics and risk of malpractice liability.


Huerta S, Makhinson M. J Clin Ethics. 2026 Summer;37(2):189-195. doi: 10.1086/740414. Epub 2026 May 13.





Postmortem reproduction: The bioethics of reproductive wills.


Villalba A, Mut S, Pedelini L. Med Health Care Philos. 2026 Jun;29(2):483-490. doi: 10.1007/s11019-026-10331-

9. Epub 2026 Feb 28. PMID: 41762353.





The ethical permissibility of financial incentives.


Al P, Brehaut J, Gillies K, Presseau J, Yee ML, Weijer C. Med Health Care Philos. 2026 Jun;29(2):535-547. doi:

10.1007/s11019-025-10315-1. Epub 2026 Jan 2.





Activities of national bioethics committees during the COVID-19 pandemic: publication trends and future

challenges.


Takagi H, Inoue Y. BMC Med Ethics. 2026 May 13. doi: 10.1186/s12910-026-01468-6. Online ahead of print.

PMID: 42129726.





Paediatric palliative care and paediatric euthanasia: Clarifying a moral continuum.


Joren CY, Verhagen AAE, Lantos JD. Lancet Child Adolesc Health. 2026 May 13:S2352-4642(26)00070-2. doi:

10.1016/S2352-4642(26)00070-2. Online ahead of print. PMID: 42127958.





Methodologies and practices in health ethics





A living ethics project to address inappropriate levels of care: Process and outcomes.


D'Anjou B, Racine E. J Bioeth Inq. 2026 May 21. doi: 10.1007/s11673-025-10544-2. Epub ahead of print. PMID:

42165954.





Design and validation of a bioethical assessment instrument for public health policies involving behavioral

change: A mixed-methods study.


Martínez AC, Aristizábal Castrillón P, Lopez Erazo LJ, Montoya Villegas M, Tamayo LA, Montagut Ascanio M,

Borda JP, Lasso EF. Public Health Pract (Oxf). 2026 Feb 9;11:100742. doi: 10.1016/j.puhip.2026.100742. PMID:

41717552; PMCID: PMC12915271.





Proportionality and the process of decision-making around ICU admission: A narrative review of the ethical

complexities of navigating from "can" to "ought".


Haydon T, Brown A. J Crit Care. 2026 Jun;93:155434. doi: 10.1016/j.jcrc.2026.155434. Epub 2026 Jan 19.

PMID: 41558097. 





Parental perspectives on an educational tool for values-informed biobanking consent in pediatric oncology: A

pilot project.


Weaver MS, Shurley T, Bartholomew E, Mandrell B, Williams A, Johnson LM. Pediatr Blood Cancer. 2026

Jun;73(6):e70242. doi: 10.1002/1545-5017.70242. Epub 2026 Mar 17. PMID: 41846305.





Case-based ethics education for medical students: Discussing reproductive health ethics in a changing

landscape.


Smith EM, Leung WK, Schachter M, John JT, Fernandes DM. J Clin Ethics. 2026 Summer;37(2):172-179. doi:

10.1086/740423. Epub 2026 May 13. PMID: 42127790.








Debates arising in news and social media





Les congés menstruels, un sujet tabou sur le marché du travail


Letullier Z. Le Devoir. 10 mai 2026.





L’agonie et la loi : le dilemme de l’aide médicale à mourir pour troubles mentaux


Marchet L. Radio-Canada. 13 mai 2026.





Femmes autochtones stérilisées : « Le racisme systémique existe bel et bien »


Degré D. Radio-Canada. 27 mai 2026.





Eviscerating the Voting Rights Act, black bioethics, and the ancestors


Ray K. Bioethics Today Blog. May 5, 2026.





When social media becomes your doctor


Kagal E and Nemetz E. Bioethics Today Blog. May 22, 2026.








Podcasts or videos that spark interest


 

Quand la recherche dérape : comprendre les procédures - Toi, moi et al. - Invité  Pr. Bryn Williams-Jones


Comment les situations d’inconduite en recherche sont-elles évaluées et gérées? À partir des expériences

concrètes du Professeur Bryn Williams-Jones à l’Université de Montréal, cet épisode explore comment les

situations d’inconduite en recherche émergent, sont évaluées et sont gérées au sein des institutions

d’enseignement supérieur. Il met en lumière le rôle des comités, les enjeux de confidentialité et de pouvoir, ainsi

que l’importance de reconnaître et de prévenir les conflits avant qu’ils ne deviennent des cas formels.

 




📣 If you have any events, publications, announcements or anything else to share, as well as any questions, please

contact us directly at: brainstorm@ircm.qc.ca




For more resources on pragmatic health ethics theory and practice, visit our website at

http://www.pragmatichealthethics.ca.
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