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Nouvelles de l'Unité de recherche en éthique pragmatique de la santé

 

Parution du livre Living Ethics in Theory and Practice 

 

C’est avec un immense plaisir que nous partageons la parution d'un ouvrage collectif : Living Ethics

in Theory and Practice. Édité par Eric Racine, Bénédicte D’Anjou, Caroline Favron-Godbout, Giulia

Inguaggiato, Suzanne Metselaar et Gabriel Saso‑Baudaux, ce livre propose différents chapitres

théoriques et pratiques orientés par une posture d'éthique vivante, une posture enracinée dans les

réalités humaines, relationnelles et sociales qui composent notre quotidien. Plus d'informations sur

le livre : cliquez-ici

 

Soutenance de thèse de Caroline Favron-Godbout le 3 février à 14h à l'IRCM

Cette thèse présente un projet de recherche visant à codévelopper un outil d’accompagnement

éthique destiné à appuyer les personnes qui font et feront face à des situations moralement

problématiques liées à l’aide médicale à mourir lorsqu’un trouble mental est le seul problème

médical sous-jacent à la demande (AMM-TM). Plus d'informations et liens Zoom : cliquez-ici

4 nouvelles publications de l'Unité de recherche en éthique pragmatique de la santé : 

1. Racine, E. (2025). Open-ended eudemonism in healthcare: Epistemological and procedural

challenges. Medicine, Health Care and Philosophy, 1-19.

2. Racine, E., Durocher, J., Moubayed, D., Clermont, M. J., Rojas, R. G. G., & Fournier, A. (2025).

Interactive awareness-raising workshops about transition care for pediatric patients

moving to adult healthcare environments. Journal of Hospital Ethics, 154.

3. D'Anjou, B., Desjardins, K., Ianniruberto, J., Méthot, D., Poulin, V., Rabasa‐Lhoret, R., &

Racine, E. (2025). A living ethics project to address psychological distress in chronic illness:

Process and outcomes. Health Expectations, 28(6).

4. Racine, E., Durocher, J., Clermont, M. J., Rojas, R. G. G., & Fournier, A. (2025). Using a co-

creative process to develop information videos on transition care: Process, outcomes, and

evaluation. Journal of Participatory Research Methods, 6(4).

👏 Bravo à Valérie Grand'Maison, coordinatrice du Réseau de recherche sur les savoirs citoyens et

les approches cocréatives (RéSCits), qui vient de soutenir avec brio son doctorat en sociologie à

l’Université de Guelph ! 👏


 

Pour en savoir sur nos différents projets : https://www.pragmatichealthethics.ca/fr/

 

Monthly Profile

Bashir Jiwani, PhD

Motivated by commitments to peace,

pluralism, and the common good,

Bashir Jiwani views bioethics as

offering practical methods for

navigating difference while

strengthening community. He serves

as Lead Ethicist and Executive Director

of Ethics Services at Fraser Health

Authority, which provides four service

areas: clinical consultation, system-

level consultation, education and

capacity-building, and moral distress

support. Bashir has published practical

guides for both clinical ethics

consultation and system-level

organizational decision-making that

inform these services. He has provided

hundreds of clinical ethics consultations

and led system-level consultations at local to international levels. He has collaborated on ethics

education redesign for healthcare professionals and students and contributes to faith-based ethics

education. He serves on the Bioethics Council of Canada and Health Canada's Implementation

Advisory Group for Drugs for Rare Diseases and served as President of the Canadian Bioethics

Society-Société canadienne de bioéthique. He holds a PhD in Public Health Sciences (University of

Alberta).

 

Ethical Literacy in Practice: Building Capacity and Solving Problems in Contexts of Diversity and

Inequality

Healthcare professionals, students, organizational leaders, and learners often approach challenging

questions by asking "Is this ethical?" They look for definitive answers – even knowing these will not

appear. This expectation is problematic: it separates reasoning from character formation, isolates

individuals from collaborative meaning-making, and creates gaps between educational frameworks

and real-world complexity. Through work spanning clinical consultation, organizational policy

development, and education, colleagues and I have explored an interpretive approach to ethical

literacy that addresses both capacity-building and problem-solving. Rather than treating ethics

solely as principles to apply, this framework offers systematic values-based deliberation through

five integrated dimensions: character development, moral reasoning, pluralist skills, grounding in

values systems, and ethical leadership.

The framework's value lies in its dual function. When applied to education—whether with

healthcare professionals, students, or other learners—it builds capacity for navigating complexity.

When applied to challenging cases—families disagreeing with treatment plans, allocating expensive

drugs for rare diseases, responding to organizational discrimination—it enables collaborative

deliberation that produces both justified decisions and legitimate processes.

Three practical methods support this work: character self-reflection (examining virtues we want to

embody), deep listening (understanding others' perspectives through structured engagement), and

collaborative moral reasoning (deliberating together using systematic values-based processes).

In contexts of increasing diversity and genuine moral disagreement, the ethical literacy approach

offers practical methods for working through difference while maintaining human dignity and

community. This reflects a conviction that building ethical capacity is not merely about solving

problems—it is about strengthening the social fabric that enables us to live together well.

 

Links :

Website: https://incorporatingethics.ca/

Selected publications :

1. Jiwani, B. (2026). From justification to legitimacy: A deliberative framework for decisions

around expensive drugs for rare diseases. Journal of Inherited Metabolic

Disease. https://doi.org/10.1002/jimd.70126

2. Jiwani, B. (2017). Clinical ethics consultation: A practical guide. Springer.

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-60376-6

3. Dajani, R., Jiwani, B., et al. (2022). Diversifying stem cell debates: Including muslim contexts

and perspectives. Stem Cell Reports, 17(4), 755–764.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.stemcr.2022.02.018

 

Events and announcements

The Montreal Health Ethics Conference Series

The Montreal Health Ethics Conference

Series aims to bring clinicians, academics,

patients, politicians, public figures,

students and community members

together to think about and discuss issues

in health ethics. It has hosted over a

hundred of scholars from local and

international institutions since 2007. The

series’ objective, supported by many

academic institutions located in Montreal,

is to promote interdisciplinary reflection as

well as foster new ways of thought that

better assemble the larger public.

Le thème de la série 2026 : l’enfance digitale. Le panel d’ouverture du 19 février accueillera :

Amélie Dionne (députée de Rivière-du-Loup-Témiscouata, ministre du Tourisme), Carolane

Campeau (Université Sherbrooke), France-Dominique Béland (Fédération Autonomne de

l’Enseignement (FAE)) ainsi qu’un groupe de jeunes, les principaux concernés !

Pour s'inscrire pour les conférences a venir : Cliquez-ici

Pour voir nos conférences précédentes : Pragmatic Health Ethics Research Unit Channel

 

New Events & Announcements

 

Appel de résumés : 8e Journée d'éthique clinique du CHU Sainte-Justine

Thème : Se soutenir face aux stresseurs - le 17 avril 2026

Pour sa 8  e édition, la Journée d'éthique clinique s’intéressera aux défis moraux posés par la

complexité de la pratique soignante, en considérant tous les acteurs concernés, soit patients,

cliniciens, pair-aidants et gestionnaires, et en articulant perspectives historiques, scientifiques et

cliniques. Les conférences feront écho aux transformations structurelles du système de santé

québécois et à leurs répercussions sur le rapport au stress, à l’empathie et à la détresse morale,

tout en ouvrant la discussion sur la notion de croissance post-traumatique.

Plus d'informations : cliquez-ici

Soumission avant le 5 février : cliquez-ici

Appel de résumés :  Colloque QUALI 2026 de l'École de santé publique de l'Université de

Montréal

Thème : Relier le communautaire aux politiques :  Approches innovantes en recherche qualitative

- le 29 mai 2026

Fort·e·s du succès des éditions précédentes, le Colloque Quali, reviendra le 29 mai 2026 pour une

4e édition. Organisé par la Communauté de pratique en recherche qualitative de l’École de santé

publique de l’Université de Montréal, ce colloque vise à rassembler les milieux étudiant,

académique, professionnel, communautaire et citoyen autour du thème 

Soumission avant le 12 février, pour plus d'informations : cliquez-ici

Call for Papers - Disability and Health Services Research and Policy

Special Issue of the Journal of Health Services Research & Policy. Guest Editors: Alessandra

Grotta, Elena Sonia Rotarou, Sara Rotenberg, Tom Shakespeare, Andrew Sentoogo Ssentamu

This call invites research on disability and health, with emphasis on health inequalities, effective

health‑improving interventions, and the economics or political economy of disability‑inclusive

health. All areas of healthcare are relevant, including primary care, rehabilitation, and specialist

services. Studies set in low‑ and middle‑income countries are especially welcome. Contributions

should reflect diverse and intersectional experiences of persons with disabilities and ideally include

researchers with disabilities.

Closing date for submissions: 30 June 2026 - Expected issue publication: 2027

More information: click-here

Call for Abstracts -  European Association   of Centres of Medical Ethics (EACME) -  Annual

Conference 2026

Leuven, Belgium, from September 24 to 26, 2026

This conference marks a special occasion — the  40th anniversary  of both  EACME  and the  Centre

for Biomedical Ethics and Law.  We welcome  abstract submissions  on  all topics related to medical

ethics and bioethics  in the broad sense. We encourage  researchers  from diverse backgrounds to

share their innovative perspectives and insights.

Submit your abstract by 1 March 2026.

More information: click here

Internship - Bioethics and Health Policy Research & Clinical Ethics 

Baylor College of Medecine - Center for Medical Ethics and Health Policy - Houston (TX)

These summer programs offer paid research and training opportunities at the intersection of

neuroscience, ethics, and society, as well as hands‑on experience in clinical ethics. Interns engage in

mentored research, virtual educational sessions, and community activities, with opportunities to

present their work. The neuroscience internship is flexible (remote or in‑person) and runs June–

August 2026, while the clinical ethics internship is an in‑person, hospital‑based program from

May–July 2026. Both welcome students enrolled in degree‑granting programs for Fall 2026 and

encourage applicants from diverse backgrounds.

For more information, click here 

Assistant Professor in AI Ethics : Department of Philosophy at the University of Guelph

The Department of Philosophy at the University of Guelph is hiring a tenure‑track Assistant

Professor specializing in AI Ethics, starting July 1, 2026. Candidates must hold a PhD in philosophy

by the time of appointment or shortly afterward. The position focuses on research and teaching in

AI ethics within a dynamic philosophy department. This opportunity is aimed at early‑career

scholars seeking a junior faculty role with long‑term prospects.

More information : click here 

Conference: Bioethics and Black History: ﻿The Legacy of the Tuskegee Report

Thursday, February 12, 2026 - 5 - 6pm ET - Live on Zoom

The Tuskegee Report seeks to redefine bioethics at the intersection of research with human

subjects, clinical trials, medicine, and public health by centering the voices,  experiences, histories

and cultural identities of populations disproportionately impacted by unethical research practices

and unequal care. This Black History Month conversation, hosted by Harvard Medical School’s

Center for Bioethics, will feature Dr. David Augustin Hodge, Sr. and Dr. T.S. Harvey, facilitated by

Dr. Rebecca Brendel. Together, they will explore how the perspectives of BIPOC populations must

be foundational in shaping the next generation of ethical frameworks for research, medicine, and

public health.

More information, and registration: click here

 

Literature 

Interdisciplinary foundations of health ethics

Determining intolerable suffering in the context of advance requests for medical assistance in

dying.

Holland, T., & Moreau, M. (2026). Determining intolerable suffering in the context of advance

requests for medical assistance in dying. Canadian Medical Association Journal, 198(1), E16-E20.

The ethics of Wegovy for children: The argument from too many unknowns.

Ryan, N., & Savulescu, J. (2026). The ethics of wegovy for children: The argument from too many

unknowns. Monash Bioethics Review, 1-17.

Brain death contestation: A scoping review of its incidence and management.

Andrist, E., Kiragu, A., Kirschen, M.P., Agarwal, K., Pope, T.M., Vercler, C.J., Saylor, K.M., Flori, H.R.

& Carroll, C.L. Brain death contestation: A scoping review of occurrences and management. Critical

Care Medicine, 10-1097.

DeepSeek for healthcare: Do no harm?

Anibal, J., Bedrick, S., Nguyen, H., Gunkel, J., Huth, H., Le, T., Salvi Cruz, S., Hazen, L. and Wood, B.J.

(2026). DeepSeek for healthcare: Do no harm?. AI and Ethics, 6(1), 94.

Human foetuses experience pain: A position paper.

Hamani, M., Ciampi de Andrade, D., & Stein Bernardes, L. (2026). Human foetuses experience pain:

A position paper. European Journal of Pain, 30(1).

Methodologies and practices in health ethics

Medical student moral distress in the clinical learning environment: Identifying the sources and

pedagogical implications.

Reczek, A. D., Kim, D. T., DiBrito, S., & Shelton, W. (2026). Medical student moral distress in the

clinical learning environment: Identifying the sources and pedagogical implications. Medical Teacher,

1-10.

"On paper it was a surgical success, but the reality was very different": A qualitative interview

study using narrated casuistry to explore patient context in specialist care.

Modderkolk, L., Schoon, Y., Touw, H., Stortelder, E., Voet, M., Engels, Y., & Wichmann, A. B. (2026).

“On paper it was a surgical success, but the reality was very different”: A qualitative interview

study using narrated casuistry to explore patient context in specialist care. PLoS One, 21(1).

Exception from informed consent in neonatal research.

Malone, J. R., Foglia, E. E., Carter, B. S., Srinivas, S., & Cole, F. S. (2026). Exception from informed

consent in neonatal research. The Journal of Pediatrics.

Race, ethnicity, and social determinants of health in PICU mode of death: Single-center

retrospective cohort study.

Alladin, A., Pfeiffer, B., Nino, P., Mosal, S., Nares, M., Alba-Sandoval, M., Solano, J.P., Gelman, B.,

Cantwell, G.P. and Jeyapalan, A. (2026). Race, ethnicity, and social determinants of health in PICU

mode of death: Single-center retrospective cohort study. Critical Care Explorations, 8(1).

The role of medical ethics in the practices of assisted dying.

Bozzaro, C., Jox, R. J., & Schildmann, J. (2026). The role of medical ethics in the practices of

assisted dying. Bioethics.

Debates arising in news and social media

Procès pour génocide : la Birmanie au banc des accusés

Laurence J-C. La Presse. 16 janvier 2026.

 

Répression meurtrière en Iran : le mouvement « Femme, Vie, Liberté » n’a pas disparu, mais on

cherche à l’effacer

Fakhravar M. La Conversation. 17 janvier 2026.

Thousands of Quebec children with disabilities kept out of school due to lack of resources

Henriquez G, Olson I. CBC News. January 8, 2026.

Ontario’s proposed nuclear waste repository poses millennia-long ethical questions

Polleri M. The Conversation. January 15, 2026.

Responding to women's pain demands structural change

Freeman L, Stewart H. Bioethics Today. January 20, 2026.

Podcasts or videos that spark interest

Averroès, philosophe, juge et médecin

Avec philosophie - 22 janvier 2026

Philosophe andalou musulman du XIIe siècle, juriste et médecin, Averroès interrogeait la place de la

raison dans la médecine comme dans la justice. L’épisode dévoile comment ses écrits sur l’erreur,

les cas difficiles et le raisonnement pratique éclairent encore nos débats bioéthiques, une ressource

précieuse.

Lien vers l'épisode : cliquez ici

 

📣 If you have any events, publications, announcements or anything else to share, as well as any

questions, please contact us directly at: brainstorm@ircm.qc.ca

For more resources on pragmatic health ethics theory and practice, visit our website at

http://www.pragmatichealthethics.ca.
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