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Nouvelles de |'Unité de recherche en éthique pragmatique de la santé

Retour sur une magnifique année pour notre série de conférences !

Notre magnifique année de conférences consacrée aux enjeux éthiques liés a la santé et au bien-
étre des femmes s’est conclue en beauté par une présentation inspirante de Louise Harel et
Michéle Stanton-Jean. Toutes deux ont occupé des mandats politiques de premier plan et sont
revenues sur I'évolution des politiques en matiére de santé des femmes au Québec. Cette série a
été un véritable succes, tant par la présence d’un large public que par la richesse et la diversité des
interventions proposées. Nous avons déja hate de vous retrouver I'an prochain pour une nouvelle
édition qui s’annonce tout aussi exceptionnelle ! L'ensemble de la série est disponible en cliquant sur

I'image ci-dessous.

Une réussite pour le lancement du livre The Theory of Deliberative Wisdom :

Le 20 novembre dernier, nous avons célébré le lancement du livre The Theory of Deliberative
Wisdom d’Eric Racine, publié chez MIT Press. Un grand merci a toutes les personnes présentes en
ligne, en particulier a Arthur Caplan (E-U) pour la modération, ainsi qu’aux invités pour leurs courts
commentaire : Giulia Inguaggiato (Pays-Bas), Jayashree Dasgupta (Inde) et Walter Glannon
(Canada). Cet événement a été rendu possible grace au soutien de I'Institut de recherches cliniques
de Montréal, avec un mot d'ouverture de Michel Cayouette. A revisionner en cliquant sur l'image ci-

dessous.
A successful launch for the book The Theory of Deliberative Wisdom:

On November 20th, we celebrated the launch of Eric Racine’s book The Theory of Deliberative
Wisdom, published by MIT Press. A big thank you to everyone who joined us online, especially
Arthur Caplan (USA) for moderating, and to our guests for their brief comments: Giulia Inguaggiato
(Netherlands), Jayashree Dasgupta (India), and Walter Glannon (Canada). This event was made
possible thanks to the support of the Montreal Clinical Research Institute, with opening remarks by

Michel Cayouette. Watch the replay by clicking on the image below.

BOOK LAUNCH

THE THEQRY OF
DELIBERATIVE WISDOM

ERIC RACINE

Pour en savoir sur nos différents projets : https://www.pragmatichealthethics.ca/fr/

Monthly Profile

Alexandra Olmos Pérez (PhD)

Alexandra is a healthcare ethicists at PHSA,
where she provides consultation for teams,
patients and families. She is originally from
Mexico City, and she is a proud Latina,
recognizing that her ancestors were
European settlers in Abya-Yala, where many
Indigenous peoples and communities still
thrive today. She has a Law Degree, a
Master's degree in Science, specifically in
the area of Bioethics, and a PhD also in
Bioethics from the National University of
Mexico, UNAM. Alexandra is passionate
about anti-oppression work and education,
and tries to incorporate that lens into her
daily practice. She holds a certificate on
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion from UBC.
She also serves as the Diversity Office for the Canadian Bioethics Society (CBS/SCB). Before
coming to Canada, Alexandra worked for the National Human Rights Commission in Mexico and
the National Bioethics Commission. She also taught Bioethics, Law and Human Rights theory in

various private and public academic institutions.

Ethics in the mirror: challenging our field from anti-oppression spaces

Systems and structures designed to advance privilege for some at the expense of the suffering and
exploitation of others thrive in the absence of intentional efforts to be challenged, dismantle and
transform how we relate to one another. Bioethics as a field consolidated mainly as a response to
abuses of power. Even as the word Bioethics was becoming mainstream, Van Rensselaer Potter
conceptualized it as “the knowledge of how to use knowledge” Acknowledging that knowledge is
power underscores how the purpose of Bioethics is intertwined with anti-oppression work from its
inception. At its very core, Bioethics encompasses concepts, theories and approaches or
frameworks that may serve as tools to advance social justice. However, if the foundation of the
work of Bioethicists is not intentionally grounded on anti-oppression, it lends itself to instead fortify
the systems that fuel oppression, allowing power to go unchecked. That is because these systems

do not require individuals to act with ill intent to cause harm.

That begins with shifting - as Shawn Ginwright would put it - from holding a lens (through which we
see social inequality and oppression) to mirror (when we ask ourselves what is our relationship with
the systems that cause social inequality and oppression). If Bioethics fails to hold a mirror and
challenge itself with accountability, it risks losing both its relevance and purpose. It is time for
Bioethics to address questions not only about how to use knowledge, but also about what counts as
knowledge and who stands to benefit from it. Let this be an invitation for all of us who work in
Bioethics to hold up the mirror, to challenge ourselves, and to lead by example so that our work not
only examines power but transforms the systems and structures that sustain it, and the way we all

relate to them.

Links :

¢ LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/alexandraolmosp/

e Podcast: Problems of Being "Woke" while Awakening: Ethics in the Modern World - The

Bone Collector
Selected publications (in english):

¢ Nuechterlein A, Olmos Pérez A, Rossi F, Swift J, Townson A, llles J. Toward a person-
centered ethics framework for autonomy in spinal cord injury research and rehabilitation.

PM&R. 2024 Oct;16(10):1154-1161. https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38520145/

o Olmos-Pérez A, Jegathesan T. Least restrictive, yet effective. A stepwise approach to care

interventions. Gaceta Conbioética. 2025.
Selected publications (en espafiol):

e Olmos-Pérez A. Reticencia a la vacunacién Consideraciones desde la ética. Gaceta

Conbioética. 2021.

e Simposio Neurociencias y Derecho. México: Instituto Nacional de Ciencias Penales.

ISBN: 978-607-8447-17-6.2015.

Events and announcements

The Montreal Health Ethics Conference Series

en ethique de la santé

The Montreal Health Ethics Conference Series
aims to bring clinicians, academics, patients,

politicians, public figures, students and

community members together to think about Série 2025

and discuss issues in health ethics. It has .

hosted hundred of scholars f local Lesenjeux

osted over a hundred of scholars from loca éthiques lies :

and international institutions since 2007. The a la santé et %;’;’:u:m_...j;":.. o
series’ objective, supported by many academic au bien-étre e

o . _ des femmes ... S0
institutions located in Montreal, is to promote

interdisciplinary reflection as well as foster new

Manteéal H2W IR

ways of thought that better assemble the
larger public.
Nous sommes heureux de vous annoncer le theme de la série 2026 : I'enfance digitale. Le panel
d’'ouverture du 19 février accueillera : Amélie Dionne (députée de Riviére-du-Loup-Témiscouata,
ministre du Tourisme), Carolane Campeau (Université Sherbrooke), France-Dominique Béland
(Fédération Autonomne de I'Enseignement (FAE)) ainsi qu'un groupe de jeunes, les principaux

concernés !

Pour s'inscrire pour les conférences a venir : Cliquez-ici

Pour voir nos conférences précédentes : Pragmatic Health Ethics Research Unit Channel

New Events & Announcements

Stage postdoctoral / Post-doctoral fellowship

Venez réaliser un postdoctorat dans le domaine de la réadaptation et de I’éthique !

Les professeurs Anne Hudon, Matthew Hunt et Eric Racine recherchent un.e chercheur.euse
postdoctoral.e pour entreprendre un stage de recherche au sein du Laboratoire d’Ethique Vivante
En Réadaptation (LEVIiER). Vous étes une personne qui a une solide expérience en recherche
qualitative, idéalement incluant des approches participatives, dexcellentes compétences
rédactionnelles et un bilinguisme (francais, anglais) a l'oral et a I'écrit, un doctorat dans une
discipline connexe (p. ex. anthropologie bioéthique, philosophie, sociologie, sciences de la
réadaptation, sciences de la santé).

Envoyez votre CV et lettre de motivation: camilledesforgeslevier@outlook.com

Plus d’'informations sur le LEVIER : cliquez-ici

MSc and PhD positions - Privacy Rhythm Lab

York University - Yan Shvartzshnaider

Are you interested in usable privacy, information technology policy, or governance in sociotechnical
systems? We develop methodologies and privacy-enhancing tools to help incorporate a socially
meaningful conception of privacy that meets peoples' expectations and governing norms.

For more information, click here

Call for Abstracts - 38th European Conference on Philosophy of Medicine and Health Care

Theme: The Dynamics of Medical Transformations: Society, Technology, Knowledge and Ethics;
Rotterdam, 25-28 August 2026.

Technological and social innovations continuously reshape medicine — transforming clinical practice
while challenging our moral values, knowledge frameworks, and understanding of what constitutes
“good care.” The 2026 ESPMH conference invites philosophers, ethicists, historians, and health
researchers to explore how evolving technologies, social change, and crises—from Al to pandemics
—affect the ethical and epistemic foundations of medicine.

Submit your abstract (max. 500 words) by 1 March 2026.

Send to: Professor Bert Gordijn : bert.gordijn@dcu.ie

More information: click-here

Call for Abstracts - 2026 CBS-SCB Bioethics Community Forum
Theme: Trust and Distrust in Uncertain Times - May 20-21 & 27-28, 2026.

Recent events have raised concerns about the levels of distrust in expertise, including in health
care, science, and research. We invite discussion about misplaced distrust and the “othering” of
those who raise legitimate concerns or who have differing opinions. The third CBS-SCB Bioethics
Community Forum is a four-day virtual event that will take place over two weeks - May 20-21 &
27-28, 2026. It will consist of plenary speakers, panel discussions, short snapper presentations,
standard oral presentations, virtual posters and workshops, as well as opportunities for interaction
and networking.

Closing of Call for Abstracts: December 15, 2025.

More information : click-here

Call for Papers - Disability, Bioethics, and Medical Al

Special Issue - Bioethics - Guest Editors: Matthias Braun, Andrew J. Barnhart, Eva Maria Hille
University of Bonn.

In today’s evolving healthcare landscape, artificial intelligence (Al) and machine learning (ML) are
beginning to deeply influence diagnostics, treatment planning, and patient management. However,
as these technologies become increasingly prevalent in medical settings, there is a growing
concern that these technologies my simplify and reframe the complex realities of disability. Topics
of interest include, but are not limited to: Ethical Design and Implementation, Bias and
Representation, Accessibility and Equity, Policy, Regulation, and Governance,etc.

The editors welcome early discussion by email to: andrew.barnhart@uni-bonn.de

Closing date for submissions: 15th May, 2026. More information:_click-here

Séminaire en ligne - Architecture et Care - Chaire de Philosophie a I’hopital

4 décembre : De l'asile a la ville : I'importance du lieu dans I'histoire de l'offre de soins en
psychiatrie & 18 décembre : a définir. Séminaire coordonné par Eric de Thoisy.

Lannée 6 du séminaire Architecture et care poursuit le travail engagé autour des formes
architecturales concues comme des outils de soin. Cela passe par un changement de point de vue :
penser l'espace a partir des plus vulnérables dentre nous, c'est-a-dire envisager la puissance
créatrice de la vulnérabilité, y compris lorsqu’il s’agit de créer des lieux.

Pour informations et inscriptions, cliquez ici

Literature
Interdisciplinary foundations of health ethics
Should Australia adopt a Groningen like protocol?

Knight K. J Bioeth Ing. 2025 Nov 26. doi: 10.1007/5s11673-025-10498-5. Online ahead of print.
PMID: 41296267.

Totalitarian technics: The hidden cost of Al scribes in healthcare.
Brosnahan H. Med Health Care Philos. 2025 Nov 24. doi: 10.1007/s11019-025-10312-4. Online
ahead of print. PMID: 41284135.

The ethics of gender-affirming care: An evaluation of the research.
Cirucci CA. Linacre Q. 2025 Nov 18:00243639251390454. doi:
10.1177/00243639251390454. Online ahead of print.

The missing disclosure: Is generative Al use in bioethics scholarship going largely unreported?
Bobier C, Rodger D, Gillham A, Dutta P, Merlocco A. BMC Med Ethics. 2025 Nov 25. doi:
10.1186/512910-025-01349-4. Online ahead of print.

Unexpecting: Abortion, informed consent and transformative experiences.
Rasanen J. J Med Ethics. 2025 Nov 27:jme-2025-111532. doi: 10.1136/jme-2025-111532.
Online ahead of print. PMID: 41309240.

Methodologies and practices in health ethics

An innovative dialogue platform to raise the voices of nurses.

Rushton CH. Nurs Manage. 2025 Nov 13. doi: 10.1097/nmg.0000000000000311. Online ahead

of print.

Brain death contestation: A scoping review of occurrences and management.

Andrist E, Kiragu A, Kirschen MP, Agarwal K, Pope TM, Vercler CJ, Saylor KM, Flori HR, Carroll CL;

Society of Critical Care Medicine Contestation of Pediatric Brain Death Task Force. Crit Care Med.

2025 Dec 1. doi: 10.1097/CCM.0000000000006948. Online ahead of print.

Medical gaslighting_ as a threat to beneficence and patient autonomy: A qualitative study.

Bokek-Cohen Y, Gabay G. BMC Med Ethics. 2025 Nov 22. doi: 10.1186/512910-025-01324-z.

Online ahead of print.

Interventions to improve racial and ethnic equity in critical care: A scoping review.

Ge S, Lappen H, Mercado L, Lamarche K, Iwashyna TJ, Hough CL, Chang VW, Cuevas A, Valley TS,
Armstrong-Hough M. PLoS One. 2025 Nov 25;20(11):e0336922. doi:
10.1371/journal.pone.0336922. eCollection 2025.

Graduates of Caribbean training program contribute to strengthening bioethics systems, but

more support is needed.
Adebo O, Simeon DT. J Empir Res Hum Res Ethics. 2025 Nov 24:15562646251397188. doi:
10.1177/15562646251397188. Online ahead of print.

Debates arising in news and social media

L'Ontario devrait-il déclarer que la violence conjugale est une « épidémie »?

Moussongo O. Radio Canada. 6 novembre 2025.

Environ 500 000 Canadiens ont quitté I'urgence avant d’avoir consulté un médecin en 2024

Radio Canada. Radio Canada. 21 novembre 2025.

‘Quiet, piggy’ and other slurs: Powerful men fuel online abuse against women in politics and

media

Rainey T. The Conversation. November 24, 2025.

The Orwellification of the CDC
Elster N, Parsi K, Caplan A. Bioethics Today. November 24, 2025.

Year after quadriplegic Quebec man chose assisted dying, advocates prepare class action

Watts R. CBC News. November 26, 2025

Podcasts or videos that spark interest

Stories that Save us with Sharon Fennix

The Nocturnists - November 26, 2025.

If you have any events, publications, announcements or anything else to share, as well as any

questions, please contact us directly at: brainstorm@ircm.qc.ca

For more resources on pragmatic health ethics theory and practice, visit our website at

http://www.pragmatichealthethics.ca.
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