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Nouvelles de l'Unité de recherche en éthique pragmatique de la santé

Lancement de la Série de conférences de Montréal en éthique de la santé 2024!

Nous avons eu le plaisir de lancer la Série 2024, sur le thème « Éthique et cultures

organisationnelles dans le milieu de la santé » avec une première conférence intitulée

« Apprentissage organisationnel en santé et services sociaux : approche et mécanismes » qui

nous a été offerte par Audrey L’Espérance, PhD, Professeur adjointe en gestion de la santé et

des services sociaux à l’École nationale d’administration publique (ENAP).

Pour écouter cette conférence sur notre chaine YouTube, cliquez ici.
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Poste ouvert – Assistant.e de recherche technique (temps partiel)

Nous sommes à la recherche d’un.e assistant.e de recherche technique souhaitant se joindre

à l’Unité de recherche en éthique pragmatique de la santé à temps partiel. Les tâches incluent

l’organisation de groupes de travail, la préparation de réunions de recherche, les dépôts au

comité d’éthique de la recherche, le codage et l’analyse de données, la révision d’articles, la

réalisation de revues de littérature, ainsi que la préparation et le formatage de manuscrits.

Poste d’une durée d’un an, avec possibilité de renouvellement pour une deuxième année. Le.a

candidat.e aidera à établir des projets collaboratifs novateurs en éthique de la santé.

Pour consulter l'offre d'emploi, cliquez ici .

Monthly profile

Matthew Hunt, PT, PhD

Matthew Hunt is a professor at McGill

University’s School of Physical and

Occupational Therapy, and a researcher at the

Centre for Research on Ethics and the Centre

for Interdisciplinary Research in Rehabilitation.

He leads the ethics axis of the Quebec

Population Health Research Network. After

working as a physiotherapist in Montreal,

Kosovo and North Africa, Matthew completed

his PhD at McGill and post-doctoral training at

the University of Montreal and McMaster

University focusing on bioethics. He has also

been a clinical ethics consultant at four hospitals in Montreal. Matthew conducts health

ethics and equity research focusing on two main areas of inquiry: rehabilitation care and

institutions, and humanitarian action. Current projects include the LEVIER, a recently

launched living laboratory situated in a rehabilitation hospital in Montreal that adopts a

living ethics approach, an exploration of ethical considerations arising during the closure of

humanitarian projects, and research related to disability inclusion in contexts of disaster and

climate change. Matthew is co-lead of the Humanitarian Health Ethics Research Group.

Rehabilitation as healthcare strategy: what implications for rehabilitation ethics?

Rehabilitation has been described as a health strategy aiming to “enable people with health

conditions experiencing or likely to experience disability to achieve and maintain optimal

functioning in interaction with the environment.” (Stucki, Cieza, Melvin, 2007). There is lively

discussion and rich analysis about ethical issues and concerns arising in rehabilitation care,

and what is at stake ethically for people receiving and providing rehabilitation services. One
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of the lines of reflection that I have embarked upon (with colleagues including Anne Hudon

and Marie-Josée Drolet) is to step back and to ask how these rehabilitation ethics issues are

shaped by the nature of rehabilitation as a healthcare strategy. I’ll briefly highlight here four

features of the definition that I see as central to a rehabilitation ethics. The core aim to enable

people suggests an orientation of rehabilitation “with” rather than rehabilitation “on” or “to”

people. Rehabilitation ethics thus grapples with important relational questions that flow

from how this participatory orientation to care can be enacted, and impediments that are

encountered. Second, the focus on enabling is oriented toward people experiencing or likely to

experience disability. Rehabilitation ethics requires careful attention to inclusion and disability

rights, as well as the possibility of ableist assumptions and attitudes being reproduced in and

through rehabilitation. Third, rehabilitation is focused on the quotidian and embodied nature

of human functioning; seeking to support people to achieve and maintain forms of functioning

and capacities that they value and align with their goals and concerns. And, finally,

rehabilitation engages with people within contexts of relations, occupations, communities

and structures, considering how people’s experiences of functioning are inherently in

interaction with their environment. This orientation draws toward place-based and relationally

engaged notions of ethics, as well as concerns for structural justice. This brief sketch points

to ways that rehabilitation ethics is shaped by these features of the underlying health

strategy, and hopefully can spark some further reflection on what rehabilitation ethics is and

can be.
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Events and announcements

The Montreal Health Ethics Conference Series

The Montreal Health Ethics Conference Series aims to bring clinicians, academics, patients,

politicians, public figures, students and community members together to think about and

discuss issues in health ethics. It has hosted over a hundred of scholars from local and
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international institutions since 2007. The series’

objective, supported by many academic institutions

located in Montreal, is to promote interdisciplinary

reflection as well as foster new ways of thought

that better assemble the larger public.

2024 THEME: Ethics and organizational cultures

in health care

Next conference:

Moral distress and strategies to build moral

community in healthcare

February 15, 2024 – 12PM to 1PM ET, Hybrid

conference

Speaker: Georgina Morley, Director of the Nursing

Ethics Program (NursE Program), Cleveland Clinic

To register, click here.

Call for proposals: ASBH 26th Annual Conference

American Society for Bioethics + Humanities

September 18-21, 2024 – St. Louis Union Station Hotel, St. Louis, MO

Program theme: What does it mean to be human?

As we watch the meteoric rise of arti�cial intelligence technology, we are confronted with 

increasingly complex moral dilemmas happening at home and abroad. Re�ecting on these 

moral and technological revolutions forces us to reconsider what it means to be human on an 

individual and societal level. How can technology supplement human instinct or offer a new 

perspective? How do we compassionately acknowledge the humanity of healthcare staff and 

patients? What role should the human condition play within the greater environment? The 

2024 ASBH Annual Conference invites the community to reconsider long-held notions and 

think critically about the nature of humanity within our shifting landscape as it addresses the 

central question: What does it mean to be human?

To submit a proposal, click here.

Deadline for submission: March 4, 2024, 5 PM CT

Call for registration: Health Ethics Seminar – “Moral Distress in Healthcare”

John Dossetor Health Ethics Centre, University of Alberta

February 8, 2024 – 12PM to 1PM MST

Speakers: Victoria Seavilleklein, PhD, HEC-C and Katherine Duthie, PhD, HEC-C

Session attendees will: 1) Become familiar with moral distress, common causes, and 

symptoms. 2) Understand some strategies and practices to mitigate moral distress. 3) Learn 

about the interventions and supports that the Alberta Health Services (AHS) Clinical Ethics 

Service has provided to assist AHS healthcare providers with moral distress.

To register, click here.

Call for applications: Internship opportunity for students interested in neuroethics 
and science communication
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International Neuroethics Society

The International Neuroethics Society (INS) has an opening for a communications intern to 

coordinate several activities on behalf of our 300-member association. Main responsibilities 

include coordinating our newsletter, managing social media channels, answering member 

requests, supporting the development of communications plans, and writing and editing 

various pieces of content. This is a part-time position available starting April 2024 with the 

expectation of 1-year commitment through at least May 2025.

To apply, complete the application form and separately send by email — to Robert Beets, INS 

Executive Director (administrator@neuroethicssociety.org) — two documents: a brief letter 

describing your interest in the position and an up-to-date curriculum vitae (CV) or résumé. 

Use the subject line 'Internship'.

To learn more, click here.

To apply, click here.

Appel à participation: Midis de l’éthique du CRÉ - “Epistemic Injustices and Participatory 

Research”

Centre de recherche en éthique, Université de Montréal

14 février 2024 – 12h PM à 1h15 PM

Format hybride, 2910 Édouard-Montpetit, Montréal, QC (salle 309)

Anne-Marie Gagné-Julien  offrira une présentation sur les injustices épistémiques et la 

recherche participative dans le cadre des midis de l’éthique du CRÉ. La présentation sera 

offerte en anglais, mais la discussion pourra se tenir en anglais ou en français.

Pour participer, cliquez ici.

Call for registration: 2024 Healthcare Ethics Consortium (HEC) Annual Conference, 

“Limits, inclusion, and resilience: the ethics of caring”

Healthcare Ethics Consortium (HEC)

March 13, 2024 – March 14, 2024 (hybrid event)

The event will include 4 sessions: Session I – Ethical issues in caring for those with mental 

health concerns. Session II – Caring for those with critical illnesses and those near the end of 

life. Session III – Exploring the intersection of organizational and clinical ethics. Session IV –

Promoting inclusion of and caring for those in marginalized communities. Onsite Location: 

Emory University Center for Ethics, 1531 Dickey Drive, Atlanta, GA    30322, 4047278307. 

https://ethics.emory.edu/

To learn more, click here.

To register, click here.

Literature

Interdisciplinary foundations of health ethics

Generative AI and medical ethics: the state of play.

Zohny H, Porsdam Mann S, Earp BD, McMillan J. J Med Ethics. 2024 Jan 23;50(2):75-76. doi: 

10.1136/jme-2023-109834.

https://forms.gle/pE2PwboQh2dqAGu1A
mailto:administrator@neuroethicssociety.org
https://www.neuroethicssociety.org/communications-intern
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdn8RuPt_1oy_wcnKjuBvD7pZiiUkPDfmY7wtcU7ROK6jxLSw/viewform
https://www.lecre.umontreal.ca/ethique-et-sante/evenements-6/
https://www.lecre.umontreal.ca/ethique-et-sante/evenements-6/
https://www.lecre.umontreal.ca/chercheur-e/anne-marie-gagne-julien/
https://umontreal.zoom.us/j/83512848599?pwd=Zm5IY3FOUUZIMTdmTXA5OEJxZkFtdz09
https://hcecg.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=328955&module_id=376198
https://hcecg.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=328955&module_id=376198
https://ethics.emory.edu/
https://www.hcecg.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=328955&module_id=376198
https://www.hcecg.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=328955&item_id=2056417
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38262665/
http://eepurl.com/dJhSAn
https://us18.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=9d126a7aa9a2a9c75658aaf86&id=84a99f7b7d
https://us18.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=9d126a7aa9a2a9c75658aaf86&id=84a99f7b7d
javascript:;


Physician perspectives on addressing anti-black racism.

Brown CE, Marshall AR, Cueva KL, Snyder CR, Kross EK, Young BA. JAMA Netw Open. 2024

Jan 2;7(1):e2352818. doi: 10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2023.52818.

Developing a living lab in ethics: initial issues and observations.

Racine E, D'Anjou B, Dallaire C, Dumez V, Favron-Godbout C, Hudon A, Montreuil M, Olivier

C, Quintal A, Chenel V. Bioethics. 2024 Feb;38(2):153-163. doi: 10.1111/bioe.13246. Epub

2023 Dec 17.

Whose responsibility is it to define exceptions in abortion bans?

Shachar C, Baruch S, King LP. JAMA. 2024 Jan 22. doi: 10.1001/jama.2024.0001. Online

ahead of print.

Informed consent to psychedelic-assisted psychotherapy: ethical considerations.

Lee A, Rosenbaum D, Buchman DZ. Can J Psychiatry. 2024 Jan 17:7067437231225937. doi:

10.1177/07067437231225937. Online ahead of print.

Methodologies and practices in health ethics

Developing a community-led rare disease ELSI research agenda.

Berrios C, McBeth M, Bradley-Ewing A, Schuetz N, Campbell A, Talebizadeh Z, Garrett JR,

Falicov T, Martinez F; Rare Voices Advisory Group; Hurley EA. Orphanet J Rare Dis. 2024 Jan

22;19(1):23. doi: 10.1186/s13023-023-02986-x.

Social acceptability of psilocybin-assisted therapy for existential distress at the end of life:

a population-based survey.

Plourde L, Chang SL, Farzin H, Gagnon P, Hébert J, Foxman R, Deschamps P, Provost F,

Masse-Grenier M, Stephan JF, Cheung K, Joly Y, Fallu JS, Dorval M; P3A Study Group. Palliat

Med. 2024 Jan 22:2692163231222430. doi: 10.1177/02692163231222430. Online ahead

of print.

Language variations in describing nutrition and hydration interventions in state physician

orders for life sustaining treatment forms and the implications for advanced dementia

patients.

Stephen SR. Palliat Med Rep. 2024 Jan 5;5(1):20-24. doi: 10.1089/pmr.2023.0029.

eCollection 2024.

More ethics in the laboratory, please! Scientists' perspectives on ethics in the preclinical

phase.

Buedo P, Prieto E, Perek-Białas J, Odziemczyk-Stawarz I, Waligora M. Account Res. 2024 Jan

18:1-16. doi: 10.1080/08989621.2023.2294996. Online ahead of print.

The experience of spanish prison nurses with the HIV pandemic.

Vera-Remartínez EJ, Zafra-Agea JA, Garcia-Guerrero J, Molés-Julio MP. Healthcare (Basel).

2024 Jan 12;12(2):184. doi: 10.3390/healthcare12020184.
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Le Parti québécois veut s’attaquer au temps d’écran chez les jeunes

Dussault, L. La Presse. 28 janvier 2024.

Des immigrantes enfermées à double tour dans la violence conjugale

Champagne R.S. et Deschênes, F. Le Devoir. 29 janvier 2024

Deepfakes : how to empower youth to fight the threat of misinformation and

disinformation

Naffi, N. The Conversation. January 28, 2024.

The AI-fueled future of work needs humans more than ever

Roslansky, R. WIRED. January 26, 2024.

For more resources on pragmatic health ethics theory and practice, visit our website at

http://www.pragmatichealthethics.ca.
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