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Profile of the Month

Yolonda Yvette Wilson, PhD
 

Yolonda Yvette Wilson is an Assistant

Professor of Philosophy at Howard

University (Washington, DC). Professor

Wilson’s work centers on race and gender

justice, particularly in health care. Her recent

article, “Intersectionality in Clinical

Medicine: The Need for a Conceptual

Framework,” is a consideration on applying

intersectionality’s intellectual approach in

the clinical environment. Presently,
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Professor Wilson is working on a monograph, Black Death: Racial Justice, Priority-Setting, and

Care at the End of Life. Additionally, Professor Wilson’s public scholarship on issues of

bioethics, race, and gender has appeared in The Hastings Center’s Bioethics Forum and The

Conversation and republished in outlets such as The Los Angeles Times, The Chicago Tribune,

Salon.com, and The Philly Voice. Her media appearances include outlets such as Al Jazeera

English and The Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC) Radio. Professor Wilson has been

named a 2019-2020 fellow of the National Humanities Center (Durham, NC USA).

 

Short statement on the role of intersectionality in bioethics: A response to those who

argue that intersectionality is political.

One of the fundamental tenets of bioethics is a concern for health justice. Taking health

justice seriously requires understanding how race and gender, for example, converge and

shape how to understand justice. Intersectionality provides a conceptual framework for a

more expansive view both of how to think about health justice and what health justice

requires. To that extent, thinking through intersectionality is consistent with the task that

bioethicists take ourselves to be fulfilling. Broadening one’s view of health justice with the

use of a conceptual framework like intersectionality is not incorporating politics into

bioethics. Politics are already there. Decisions about, for example, how to distribute health

resources are inherently political decisions. To challenge decision-makers to consider the

very real ways that race, gender, and class affect access to health resources is not to

introduce politics. Rather, it is to re-frame the terms of an already political discussion.  

Selected Publications:

1.   Yolonda Wilson, Amina White, Akilah Jefferson & Marion Danis (2019) Intersectionality

in Clinical Medicine: The Need for a Conceptual Framework, The American Journal of

Bioethics, 19:2, 8-19, DOI: 10.1080/15265161.2018.1557275

2.   “Dying While Black: Perpetual Gaps Exist in Health Care for African Americans.” The

Conversation. February 5, 2019. https://theconversation.com/dying-while-black-

perpetual-gaps-exist-in-health-care-for-african-americans-110657

Social Media:

Website: yolondawilson.com 

Twitter: @profyolonda

Events and Announcements

Montreal Health Ethics Seminar Series

The seminar series is a bilingual monthly seminar/webinar series aimed at bringing people

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftheconversation.com%2Fdying-while-black-perpetual-gaps-exist-in-health-care-for-african-americans-110657&data=02%7C01%7Cyolonda.wilson%40howard.edu%7C3ec329e8b7ef4f8cec3008d6ad4c86ae%7C02ac0c07b75f46bf9b133630ba94bb69%7C0%7C0%7C636886941570205921&sdata=lInbnbgC5gs69EawDj5Tbv%2F3XAKd0F6dL2KWO2gw2bc%3D&reserved=0
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together to think about and discuss issues in health ethics. Our aim is to promote health

ethics through seminars that foster dialogue between groups of participants with different

perspectives (e.g., academics, clinicians, patients, community members). These seminars will

appeal to audiences both within and outside of academia and healthcare settings with the

goal of increasing mutual awareness about health ethics and promote interdisciplinary and

community reflections on various cross-cutting health ethics topics.

 

Join us for our next seminar/webinar in March:

When:  April 18th,  2019, 12-1PM

Where: Institut de recherches cliniques de Montréal (110 avenue des Pins Ouest,

Auditorium Jacques Genest) OR livestreamed through our YouTube page: Pragmatic Health

Ethics

What:  Chantal Caux (Université de Montréal) “La sensibilité éthique et la santé au travail:

des liens à explorer"

All conferences are free and require no registration!

Visit our website or email us for more information about where seminars will be archived for

future viewing or educational use (e.g., journal clubs, classroom, continued education):

http://www.pragmatichealthethics.ca/outreach/montreal-health-ethics-seminar-series/

  

The Ethical Implications of Improvement Science Research and Practice:
Developing a Research Agenda -  ONE DAY SYMPOSIUM
 

Monday 29th April 2019 10.00 – 18.00 (with networking drinks afterwards), Finsbury

Square, London.

 

This symposium will explore the ethical aspects of improvement science. It will consider the

current landscape and relationship between improvement science and ethics, if and how this

relationship needs to be developed, and set the ground work for a research agenda to bring

normative, philosophical and evaluative questions about the social world into the discipline

of improvement science. This will be an inter-disciplinary symposium and be of interest to

medical practitioners, medical students, health service researchers, medical ethicists, social

scientists and the wider improvement science community (see flyer).

 

Speakers: Dr Lucy Frith, Professor Vikki Entwistle (National University of Singapore;

Professor Alan Cribb, Kings College London; Professor Stacy Carter, University of

Wollongong; Professor Justin Waring, University of Nottingham; Dr Paula Baraitser,

Improvement science fellow, the Health Foundation; Dr Zoe Fritz, University of Cambridge;

Dr Anna Chiumento, University of Liverpool; Dr Holger Langhof University Medicine Berlin.

 

Venue: The Liverpool University London Campus, 33 Finsbury Square, London, EC2A 1AG

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNSY4aUw4qfLw72EwJSdDDQ?view_as=subscriber
http://www.pragmatichealthethics.ca/outreach/montreal-health-ethics-seminar-series/
http://https//payments.liv.ac.uk/short-courses/cpd/institute-of-population-health-sciences/health-sciences-research


Cost: £15 for the day (includes refreshments, lunch and networking drinks)

 

To book go to: https://payments.liv.ac.uk/short-courses/cpd/institute-of-population-

health-sciences/health-sciences-research

 

Qualitative Health Research Conference -  Call for Abstracts

QHR is a three day annual conference focused on qualitative research in health disciplines

and is held in various Canadian cities every October. This year the conference will be held in

Vancouver, British Columbia.

Conference Features:

Oral, Poster, and Alternative Scientific Presentations

Interactive Discussion Sessions

Evening Networking and Graduate Student Events

Pre-Conference Workshops (two days)

All presented abstracts to be published in the International Journal of Qualitative

Methods (IJQM)

Harvard Medical School - Annual Bioethics Conference - Registration Open 

"Controlling death? The policies, practices and ethics of choosing when we die"

Date: April 11-12, 2019

The Harvard Medical School Annual Bioethics Conference convenes leaders in the field to

explore ethical questions and concerns in healthcare. Held each April, this conference

facilitates conversations among experts, and supports members of ethics committees, health

care professionals, bioethicists, administrators, attorneys and others who are interested in

addressing ethical issues.

This two-day conference will explore ethical, legal, and clinical aspects of evolving practices

of euthanasia and physician-assisted death. How ought we to think about the choices of

determining the time and manner of death for our loved ones, our patients, and ourselves?

How should the health and legal professions respond to these rapidly evolving practices and

choices? 

 

Postdoctoral Fellow - The Pragmatic Health Ethics Research Unit - Call for
Applications 
 
The Pragmatic Health Ethics Research Unit is seeking TWO (2) postdoctoral fellows or

graduate students to work on two main projects. The first project examines the ethical and

social implications of health care transitions for youth with chronic conditions, including rare

https://payments.liv.ac.uk/short-courses/cpd/institute-of-population-health-sciences/health-sciences-research
https://www.ualberta.ca/international-institute-for-qualitative-methodology/conferences-workshops-and-events/qualitative-health-research-conference
https://www.ualberta.ca/international-institute-for-qualitative-methodology/international-journal-of-qualitative-methods
https://bioethics.hms.harvard.edu/annual-bioethics-conference
http://www.pragmatichealthethics.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Two-fellowship-offers-Deux-bourses-postodoctorales.pdf


diseases. The second project examines the ethics of registry-based-type-1 diabetes research.

Applications will be reviewed on an ongoing basis until the position is filled.

Postdoctoral Research Fellow - University Health Network - Toronto, Canada

A Postdoctoral Research Fellow position is available in the DATE Lab at the KITE-Toronto

Rehab Research Institute. The position will involve research related to the use of technology

to support ageing well using mixed methods approaches.

 

The Postdoctoral Fellow will take leadership in the direction of research projects, participate

in grant applications, and develop their own research interests congruent with that of a

leading research lab focusing on the use of technology to support optimal aging. The lab has a

particular focus on supporting people to live well with dementia and we encourage applicants

with an interest or experience with this population. The incumbent will exercise their

expertise in the development of research protocols and REB submissions and develop

relationships with internal and external partners to support the execution of projects. The

Postdoctoral Fellow will represent the lab in meetings with external partners and in

disseminating research findings at academic and professional conferences and other venues;

will have responsibility for preparing and submitting scientific manuscripts for publication;

will work within project funding timelines and support the on-boarding of new personnel and

students.

Clinical Ethics Fellowship -  Call for Applications 

Children's Minnesota invites applications for a 2 year clinical ethics fellowship. The training

program will consist of 24 months of rotations divided between Pediatric and Adult inpatient

healthcare facilities. The pediatric rotation will consist of:

Rounding - follow for 4 months; solo for 5 months

Attending all ethics committees and subcommittee meetings

Staff meeting participation

Shadow on consultation, possible supervised consults

Scholarly project with 2 articles submitted to professional journals; 1 each year

 Deadline: Wednesday May 1st, 2019.

Literature

Interdisciplinary Foundations of Health Ethics

Research Versus Practice: The Dilemmas of Research Ethics in the Era of

https://www.recruitingsite.com/csbsites/uhncareers/JobDescription.asp?SiteID=10031&JobNumber=838978&source=indeed.com
https://childrensmn.taleo.net/careersection/ex/jobdetail.ftl?job=1902708V&tz=GMT-05%3A00
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/bioe.12571


Learning Health‐Care Systems
Piasecki J, Dranseika V. Bioethics. 2019 Mar 18.

Research Ethics Revised: The New CIOMS Guidelines and the World Medical
Association Declaration of Helsinki in Context.
Ballantyne A, Eriksson S. Bioethics. 2019 Mar; 33(3): 310-1.

Balancing Competing Interests and Obligations in Mental Health‐Care Practice
and Policy
Kirby J. Bioethics. 2019 Mar 18.

Cleaning Up the Lab Cages: Healthy Human Phase I Trials and Animal Welfare
Requirements.
Elliott C. Ethics Hum Res. 2019 Mar; 41(2): 38-40.

Public Reason in Justifications of Conscientious Objection in Health Care.
McConnell D, Card RF. Bioethics. 2019 Mar 13. 

 

Methodologies and Practices in Health Ethics

Public Attitudes towards Novel Reproductive Technologies: A Citizens' Jury on
Mitochondrial Donation.
Newson AJ, de Lacey S, Dowling DK, Murray S, Sue CM, Thorburn DR, Gillam L,
Degeling C. Hum Reprod. 2019 Mar 13. 

Communicating with Patients with Disability: Perspectives of Practicing
Physicians.
Agaronnik N, Campbell EG, Ressalam J, Iezzoni LI. J Gen Intern Med. 2019 Mar
18.

Parent Perspectives Towards Genetic and Epigenetic Testing for Autism
Spectrum Disorder.
Wagner KE, McCormick JB, Barns S, Carney M, Middleton FA, Hicks SD. J Autism
Dev Disord. 2019 Mar 22.

Measuring IRB Regulatory Compliance: Development, Testing, and Use of the
National Cancer Institute StART Tool.
Rooney L, Covington L, Dedier A, Samuel B. J Empir Res Hum Res Ethics. 2019
Apr; 14(2): 95-106.

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/bioe.12571
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30884547
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/bioe.12575
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30895750
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30865301
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30865256
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30887435
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30903561
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30866722


Inclusion of Marginalized Groups and Communities in Global Health Research
Priority-Setting.
Pratt B. J Empir Res Hum Res Ethics. 2019 Apr; 14(2): 169-81.

 

News and Social Media

Purdue Pharma Taps a Gilded Age History of Pharmaceutical Fraud
Jones JS. The Conversation. March 04, 2019.

Genome-Edited Babies – A Cause for Concern 
Harmon SHE. Impact Ethics. March 08, 2019.

In Spain, Prisoners’ Brains are being Electrically Stimulated in the Name of
Science
Samuel S. Vox. March 09, 2019.

Stories and Stigma: Why so Many Mental Illnesses Remain Hidden.
Ahlgrim N. The Neuroethics Blog, March 19, 2019.

A Battle for My Life.
Clarke E. The New Yorker. March 21, 2019.

Why Doctors Think a Kim Kardashian Selfie Is Important
Mull A. The Atlantic. March 21, 2019.
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