
 

  

  

Dr. Abraham (Rami) Rudnick is a certified psychiatrist and a 

PhD-trained philosopher educated primarily in Israel. He is a 

Professor in the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioural 

Neurosciences and an Associate Member in the Department of 

Philosophy at McMaster University. He is the Psychiatrist-in-

Chief as well as a staff psychiatrist at St Joseph’s Healthcare 

Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. He is a Canadian Certified  

Physician Executive and a Certified Psychiatric Rehabilitation 

Practitioner, as well as a consultant for an Institutional Review Board and for the Ontario  

Coroner. He is a Senior Editor of the Canadian Journal of Community Mental Health and the 

founder of the Canadian Unit of the International Network of a UNESCO Chair in Bioethics. He is 

a recipient of the pioneer award in recovery research granted by Psychosocial Rehabilitation 

(PSR) / Réadaptation Psychosociale (RPS) Canada, a recipient of the Michael Smith award 

granted by the Schizophrenia Society of Canada, a Fellow of the Canadian Psychiatric  

Association, and a Distinguished Fellow and Gold Medal recipient of the European Society for 

Person Centered Healthcare as well the Chair of its Mental Health Special Interest Group. He 

continues to study and invite collaborations on psychiatric rehabilitation, including use of smart 

technology for and with people who have cognitive and other mental health challenges. 

 

 

Statement on Neuroethics: One issue neuroethics needs to address more/in the future is  

applied ethics in relation to community based cognitive and other mental health interventions, 

such as privacy related to use of smart technology for mental health purposes.  

 

 

Selected Publications: 

 

Rudnick A (ed). Bioethics in the 21st Century. Rijeka, Croatia: InTech, 2011. http://www.intechopen.com/

 books/bioethics-in-the-21st-century . 

Forchuk C, Reiss JP, O'Regan T, Ethridge P, Donelle L, Rudnick A. Client perceptions of the Mental Health  

 Engagement Network: a qualitative analysis of an electronic personal health record. BMC  

 Psychiatry, 15: 250, 2015. doi: 10.1186/s12888-015-0614-7. 

Rudnick A. Choice and criminal responsibility of mentally ill offenders: moral reasoning as a likely mediator  

 related to primary, secondary and tertiary prevention. Journal of Psychiatry Reform, December 

 15: 1-2, 2015. http://groupforreformpsych.blogspot.ca/2015/12/choice-and-criminal-

 responsibility-of.html 
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If you would like to 

post any events, 

announcements,  or 

news of interest 

please contact us at 

neuroethics@ircm.qc.

ca (subject line: 

Brainstorm Events 

and Announcements)  

Call for papers- Public Mental Health Ethics: Time to Consider and Address Relevant  

Challenges 

The goal of this call-for-papers in Public Health Ethics is to continue to build upon the nascent 

steps towards a public mental health ethics as a robust domain of the broader field of public 

health ethics. We are looking for submissions that analyze ethical challenges in mental illness 

(MI) and substance use disorders (SUD) through a public health ethics perspective.  

Topics of interest include, but are not limited to ethical challenges related to:  

 Understanding various liberties in the context of MI and SUD and public health policy and 

programs  

 Place and space of MI and SUD prevention and treatment programs and their impacts in 

public health  

 How MI and SUD are understood, discussed, and debated in democratic settings and its 

effects on public policy  

 Emerging technologies, such as internet delivered and mobile therapies.  

This special issue will be guest-edited by Dr Cynthia Forlini of the University of Sydney, Dr Carla 

Meurk from the University of Queensland, and Assistant Professor Diego S. Silva of Simon  

Fraser University.  

Deadline: January 31, 2017. The full call for papers can be accessed here: http://

oxfordjournals.org/our_journals/phe/resource/phementalhealthethicscfp.pdf 

 

Call for Abstracts: Canadian Bioethics Society 28th Annual Conference 

Deadline: November 18, 2016. 

Click here for more info and to submit your abstract. 

 

 

 

Montreal Neuroethics Network Seminar:  Dr. Hervé Chneiweiss, “Anticipating a Therapeutically 

Elusive Neurodegenerative Condition: Ethical Considerations for the Preclinical Detection of 

Alzheimer’s Disease”  

Date:  11:30am-12:30pm, Monday Nov 28th, 2016 

Location:  Jacques Genest Auditorium, IRCM (110 ave des Pins O, Montreal, QC). Click here for 

more info.  

 

2016 Loebel Lectures in Psychiatry and Philosophy: Prof Essi Viding, “Developmental risk and 

resilience: The challenge of translating multi-level data to concrete interventions.”    

Lecture 1 of 2: Wednesday 2 November 2016, 6.00-8.00pm 

Venue: Lecture Theatre, Oxford Martin School, 34 Broad Street, Oxford OX1 3BD 

Lecture 2 of 2: Thursday 3 November 2016, 6.00-8.00pm 

Venue: Grove Auditorium, Magdalen College, Longwall Street, Oxford (entry via Longwall St. only)  

Click here for more info and to reserve your spot.   
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ARTICLES 
Neuromyths in education: Prevalence among Spanish teachers and an exploration of cross-cultural 

variation.  

Ferrero M, Garaizar P, Vadillo MA. Front Hum Neurosci. 2016 Oct 13; 10. 
 

Readiness potentials driven by non-motoric processes.  

Alexander P, Schlegel A, Sinnott-Armstrong W, Roskies AL, Wheatley T, Tse PU. Conscious Cogn. 2016 

Jan; 39: 38-47. Epub 2015 Dec 9. 
 

Two Distinct Moral Mechanisms for Ascribing and Denying Intentionality.  

Ngo L, Kelly M, Coutlee CG, Carter RM, Sinnott-Armstrong W, Huettel SA. Sci Rep. 2015 Dec 4; 5: 

17390.  
 

Can beneficial ends justify lying? Neural responses to the passive reception of lies and truth-telling 

with beneficial and harmful monetary outcomes. 

Yin L, Weber B. Soc Cogn Affect Neurosci. 2016 Mar; 11(3): 423-32. Epub 2015 Oct 10. 
 

Evidence-Based Practice: Separating Science From Pseudoscience. 

Lee CM, Hunsley J. Can J Psychiatry. 2015 Dec; 60(12): 534-40. [Review].  
 

Suicide and the economic situation in Europe: are we experiencing the development of a 'reverse 

stigma'?  

Fountoulakis KN. Br J Psychiatry. 2016 Oct; 209(4): 273-4.  
 

German Neurology and the 'Third Reich'. 

Martin M, Fangerau H, Karenberg A. Eur Neurol. 2016 Oct 16; 76(5-6): 234-43. 
 

Disclosing neuroimaging incidental findings: a qualitative thematic analysis of health literacy  

challenges.  

Rancher CE, Shoemaker JM, Petree LE, Holdsworth M, Phillips JP, Helitzer DL. BMC Med Ethics. 2016 

Oct 11; 17(1): 58. 
 

The role of placebo in the diagnosis and treatment of functional neurologic disorders. 

Rommelfanger KS. Handb Clin Neurol. 2017; 139: 607-17. 
 

Bridging a clinical gap in psychogenic nonepileptic seizures: Mental health provider preferences of 

biopsychosocial assessment approaches.  

Jimenez XF, Bautista JF, Tilahun BS, Fan Y, Ford PJ, Tesar GE. Epilepsy Behav. 2016 Mar; 56: 149-

52. Epub 2016 Feb 12. 
 

The history of head transplantation: a review.  

Lamba N, Holsgrove D, Broekman ML. Acta Neurochir (Wien). 2016 Oct 14. [Review].  
 

The Role of Ethics in Reducing and Improving the Quality of Coercion in Mental Health Care. 

Norvoll R, Hem MH, Pedersen R. HEC Forum. 2016 Oct 14. [Epub ahead of print]. 
 

Informed consent for the diagnosis of brain death: a conceptual argument. 

Muramoto O. Philos Ethics Humanit Med. 2016 Oct 13; 11(1): 8.  
 

Program good ethics into artificial intelligence.  

Davies J. Nature. 2016 Oct 19; 538(7625). 
 

An Illness of Power: Gender and the Social Causes of Depression. 

Neitzke AB. Cult Med Psychiatry. 2016 Mar; 40(1): 59-73.  
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27737717
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/538291a
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Truth-telling and deception in the management of nonorganic vision loss.  

Wandling LJ, Wandling GR Jr, Faith Marshall M, Lee MS. Can J Ophthalmol. 2016 Oct; 51(5): 390-2. 
 

Professional ethics in complementary and alternative medicines in management of Parkinson's  

disease.  

Kim HJ, Jeon B, Chung SJ. J Parkinsons Dis. 2016 Oct 19; 6(4): 675-83. 
 

Attitudes towards Advance Care Planning and Healthcare Autonomy among Community-Dwelling  

Older Adults in Beijing, China.  

Zhang N, Ning XH, Zhu ML, Liu XH, Li JB, Liu Q. Biomed Res Int. 2015; 2015: 453932.  
 

Exploring psychosocial interventions for people with dementia that enhance personhood and relate 

to legacy- an integrative review. 

Johnston B, Narayanasamy M. BMC Geriatr. 2016 Apr 5; 16:77. [Review]. 

  

Clinical assessment of decision-making capacity in acquired brain injury with personality change. 

Owen GS, Freyenhagen F, Martin W, David AS. Neuropsychol Rehabil. 2017 Jan; 27(1): 133-148.  
 

Untangling the surrogacy web and exploring legal duties following the discharge of mental health  

patients.  

Richards B, Madden B, Cockburn T. J Bioeth Inq. 2015 Mar; 12(1): 25-9. Epub 2015 Feb 4.  

[No abstract available].   
 

Intention and Moral Enhancement 

Simkulet W. Bioethics. 2016 Nov; 30(9): 714-20. Epub 2016 Sep 30. 
 

Addiction, Compulsion, and Persistent Temptation 

Noggle R. Neuroethics. 2016 Oct 01; 1-11. [Epub ahead of print]. 
 

Commentary: Old Self vs. New Self.  

Beasley KD. Camb Q Healthc Ethics. 2016 Oct; 25(4): 751-3. 
 

Neurotechnology: Paralysed man with implant feels touch. 

[No author listed]. Nature. 2016 Oct 19; 538(7625): 292. 
 

Free love? On the relation between belief in free will, determinism, and passionate love.  

Boudesseul J, Lantian A, Cova F, Bègue L. Conscious Cogn. 2016 Sep 24; 46: 47-59.  
 

Ethical Challenges in Contemporary FASD Research and Practice. 

DI Pietro N, DE Vries J, Paolozza A, Reid D, Reynolds JN, Salmon A, Wilson M, Stein DJ, Illes J. Camb Q 

Healthc Ethics. 2016 Oct; 25(4): 726-32. 
 

Amoral enhancement.  

Verkiel SE. J Med Ethics. 2016 Oct 6. 
 

Decision-Making and Self-Governing Systems.  

Roskies AL. Neuroethics. 2016 Oct 06. 
 

Artificial agents among us: Should we recognize them as agents proper? 

Laukyte M. Ethics Inf Technol. 2016 Sep 26. [Epub ahead of print]. 
 

Moral Bio-Enhancement for Offenders with Mental Disorders 

Farah F. Int J Emerg Ment Health. 2016. 18 (3). 
 

Moral Implications from Cognitive (Neuro) Science? No Clear Route* 

Lott M. Ethics. 2016 Oct; 127 (1). 
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27769333
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Brainstorm 110, avenue des Pins Ouest, Montréal (Québec) H2W 1R7 

514-987-5723 • neuroethics@ircm.qc.ca  

If you would like to be removed from our newsletter list, 

please email neuroethics@ircm.qc.ca  with “Newsletter-Remove” in the subject line.  

Si vous souhaitez ne plus recevoir ce bulletin, 

veuillez écrire un courriel à neuroethics@ircm.qc.ca  avec le titre « Enlever Bulletin» comme sujet.  

University of British Columbia, National Core for Neuroethics  

Neuroethics at the University of Pennsylvania  

International Neuroethics Society  

Neuroethics Research Unit / L’Unité de recherche en neuroéthique  

Journal of Ethics in Mental Health  

Novel Techethics  

Neuroethics at the Stanford Center for Biomedical Ethics  

Berman Institute of Bioethics’ Program in Ethics and Brain Sciences  

Centre interfacultaire en bioéthique et sciences humaines en médecine  

The Neuroethics Blog  

Emory Program in Neuroethics  

American Journal of Bioethics Neuroscience  

Neuroethics Women (NEW) Leaders  

mailto:neuroethics@ircm.qc.ca
mailto:neuroethics@ircm.qc.ca
http://www.neuroethicscanada.ca
http://neuroethics.upenn.edu/
http://www.neuroethicssociety.org/
http://www.ircm.qc.ca/neuroethics/en
http://www.jemh.ca
http://www.noveltechethics.ca
http://neuroethics.stanford.edu/
http://www.bioethicsinstitute.org/neuroethics
http://www.unige.ch/medecine/ib/accueil.html
http://www.theneuroethicsblog.com
ethics.emory.edu/neuroethics
http://www.ajobneuroscience.com
http://neuroethicswomenleaders.com/

