
 

  

 

Tim Brown is a Doctoral Candidate in Philosophy at the University of 

Washington. He works with the Center for Sensorimotor Neural Engi-

neering's (CSNE) Neuroethics Thrust on the ethics of implant- 

able neural technologies broadly. Through the CSNE's support, Tim is 

also a fully-integrated member of the University of Washington's  

BioRobotics Lab. In this lab, he investigates potential complications of 

identity, autonomy, and agency that might arise for people who use 

Deep–Brain Stimulation (DBS) to manage the symptoms of motor dis-

orders like Parkinson's disease, essential tremor, and dystonia. Cur-

rently, Tim conducts a long-term, qualitative study with people testing 

next-generation, "closed-loop" deep–brain stimulators (CL-DBS): 

devices that are capable of recording from and stimulating the brain 

simultaneously. One of the goals of Tim's work is to keep track and make sense of how CL-DBS 

could change users' experiences of being an agent in beneficial and disconcerting ways. One 

higher-order goal of his work is to explore deeper modes of collaboration between  

humanists, technologists, scientists, medical practitioners, and end users. 

 

Statement on Neuroethics: Neuroethics is a young field, and so we each play our part in produc-

ing the field's identity. So far, that identity is interdisciplinary—or even transdisciplinary—

reaching across disparate traditions to make sense of new moral problems within neuroscience 

and neural technology. This, I believe, is our greatest strength: the diversity of perspectives with-

in neuroethics gives us the collective ability to foresee moral consequences we would not be 

able to otherwise. In the coming years, however, one of our greater challenges be to build on 

this strength. I believe we must make an effort to diversify our field even further—by welcoming 

marginalized voices in our conversations and taking their perspectives seriously—so that we are 

better able to anticipate the impact of neuroscience and neural engineering on marginalized 

communities.  
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Call for Participation: Symposium on Mind-Body-Violence, University of Edinburgh, June 28 

Defining, researching and understanding the concept of ‘violence’ is challenging and con-

tested. At the centre of debates around violence is the enduring problematic of a mind/

body dualism. Ongoing developments in the fields of disability studies, the health humani-

ties, illness studies, and violence studies place conversations about mind and body at the 

centre of their disciplines; in part, this symposium seeks to address some of the following 

questions: What is the effect of bodily violence on the mind? How do we categorise and 

understand the intersections of body and mind through the experiences of violence? What 

can the emerging field of health humanities offer to understandings of mind-body-

violence? 

This one-day symposium will provide an engaging and innovative forum in which to explore 

and interrogate intersections between violence, mind, and body. Attendance is free, but 

limited to 25-30 delegates, which we hope will draw from a wide range of working scholars, 

graduate students, and non-scholars with interest in the topic. We invite contributions from 

a range of disciplinary perspectives allied to health humanities (e.g. literature, drama, his-

tory, gender studies, sociology, and anthropology) who are interested in violence and how 

this intersects with wider understandings of what Margaret Price, among others, suggests 

calling “bodyminds.”  

 

Submission deadline: May 4 

Click here for more information. 

 

 

Call for Papers: CiNaPS 2018: Causality in the Neuro- and Psychological Sciences, Centre 

for Philosophical Psychology, University of Antwerp, Belgium, September 19-21 

Causality is one of the key concepts that require clarification if we want to understand sci-

entific practice. Causal knowledge is useful for prediction and scientific explanation and is 

indispensable when we endeavour to intervene in the world. Causal relations are ubiqui-

tous, but sometimes hard to discover. This holds for science in general, and for neurosci-

ence and the psychological sciences in particular. 

Questions relating to causality can best be answered in an inter- and transdisciplinary way, 

involving researchers from as many scientific disciplines as possible. This, at least, is the 

view underlying the Causality in the Sciences (CitS) conference series. Therefore this con-

ference aims to bring together philosophers and scientists to explore the notion of causali-

ty at the interplay of the neurological and psychological sciences. We invite submissions on 

a wide range of topics, including: 

 The nature of causality in the neuro- and psychological sciences 

 The methods used to test for causal relations in these disciplines 

 The roles of evidence and theory in grounding causal claims in the neuro- and psychological 

sciences 

 Empirical (cognitive, neurological, ?) studies into actual causal reasoning 

 What philosophers can learn from neuro- and psychological scientists? perspectives on cau-

sality, and vice versa 

 Causal modeling (including machine learning and AI) in relation to the neurological and psy-

chological sciences 

 The causal efficacy of psychiatric drugs and their relation to non-pharmaceutical therapies 

 The relation between the topics of causation and of extended/ embodied/ situated/ enac-

tive/ cognition 

 The relation between neurological causation and causality in the psychological sciences 

 The (im)possibility of inter-level causal relations in relation to these sciences 

 Causality as it relates to reduction and other inter-theoretic relations 

  

Application Deadline: May 15 

Click here for more information. 
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Call for Applications: Assistant Professor in the Division of Medical Ethics, New York Univer-

sity School of Medicine: Population Health 

The Division of Medical Ethics in the Department of Population Health of NYU School of 

Medicine (http://pophealth.med.nyu.edu/divisions/medical-ethics), seeks to recruit an 

Assistant Professor level faculty member for a position, possibly tenure track, beginning as 

soon as September 1, 2018. Starting date is negotiable.   

 Teaching one course per year or co-teaching with another instructor one course 

 Teaching in existing medical school courses and electives 

 Mentoring one or more graduate students/postdoctoral fellows 

 Working with the Division Head on organizing meetings, conferences, and research projects 

 Pursuing a line of bioethical research and inquiry that leads to presentations at national 

meetings and publications in peer-reviewed journals 

 Helping create and teach continuing education programs 

 Consultation on ethics issues for IRBs, clinical trial sponsors, investigators, patient groups, 

NGOs 

 Develop and seek funding for research studies in the candidate’s area of interest within bio-

ethics 

 

Click here for more information. 

 

Call for Applications: Assistant Professor Ethics of Technology (fixed-term), Eindhoven Uni-

versity of Technology 

The Department of Philosophy and Ethics at Eindhoven University of Technology in the 

Netherlands seeks a lecturer for a fixed-term appointment of one year. Candidates will 

have earned a PhD in philosophy by the date of application and demonstrate evidence of 

excellence in both teaching and research. The department has particular needs in teach-

ing engineering ethics to engineering students (BSc and MSc levels), with particular em-

phasis on data science and biomedical technologies. Fluency in English is required. Since 

the Department strives for a better gender balance, women are especially encouraged to 

apply. 

 

The Department of Philosophy and Ethics has a strong tradition in fundamental research in 

ethics and philosophy of science, as well as applied philosophy in an interdisciplinary set-

ting. It is carried out in the dynamic environment of a cutting-edge, innovative science and 

technology university with a diverse, international faculty. 

 

Application deadline: March 1 

Click here for more information. 

 

Montreal Neuroethics Network Seminar: “Ability Expectations and Brain-Computer Interface 

Development”  

Delivered by Gregor Wolbring, PhD, University of Calgary 

Date: 4:00-5:00pm, May 2, 2018 

Location: Institut de recherches cliniques de Montréal (IRCM), salle André-Barbeau 
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http://pophealth.med.nyu.edu/divisions/medical-ethics
https://apply.interfolio.com/50294
https://jobs.tue.nl/en/vacancy/assistant-professor-in-ethics-of-technology-05-1-fte-338861.html
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ARTICLES 
Advance care planning for patients with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis. 

Levi BH, Simmons Z, Hanna C, Brothers A, Lehman E, Farace E, Bain M, Stewart R, Green MJ. Amyo-

troph Lateral Scler Frontotemporal Degener. 2017 Aug; 18(5-6): 388-96. Epub 2017 Mar 5.  

 

Ethical challenges faced by healthcare professionals who care for suicidal patients: a scoping review. 

Saigle V, Racine E.Monash Bioeth Rev. 2018 Apr 17. [Epub ahead of print] 

 

The ethics of experimenting with human brain tissue 

Farahany NA, Greely HT, Hyman S, et al. Nature. 2018 Apr;556(7702):429-432.  

 

Supplementing research ethics training in psychiatry residents: A five-tier approach. 

Viswanath B, Jayarajan RN, Chandra PS, Chaturvedi SK. Asian J Psychiatr. 2018 Apr 3; 34: 54-6. 

[Epub ahead of print]. 

 

Sustainability of a person-centered ward atmosphere and possibility to provide person-centered fo-

rensic psychiatric care after facility relocation. 

Alexiou E, Wijk H, Ahlquist G, Kullgren A, Degl' Innocenti A. J Forensic Leg Med. 2018 Apr 11; 56: 108

-13. [Epub ahead of print]. 

 

The social sciences, humanities, and health 

Pickersgill M, Chan S, Haddow G, Laurie G, Sridhar D, Sturdy S, Cunningham-Burley S. Lancet. 2018 

Apr 14; 391(10129): 1462-3. 

 

[Level of Development of Clinical Ethics Consultation in Psychiatry - Results of a Survey Among Psy-

chiatric Acute Clinics and Forensic Psychiatric Hospitals]. 

Gather J, Kaufmann S, Otte I, Juckel G, Schildmann J, Vollmann J.Psychiatr Prax. 2018 Apr 17. [Epub 

ahead of print]. German. 

 

Ethical considerations of neuro-oncology trial design in the era of precision medicine. 

Gupta S, Smith TR, Broekman ML. J Neurooncol. 2017 Aug; 134(1): 1-7. 

 

NEWS 
On Hans Asperger, the Nazis, and Autism: A Conversation Across Neurologies 

Sparrow M & Silberman S. Thinking Person’s Guide to Autism. April 19, 2018. 
 

We’re Good At Recognizing Distorted Faces 

Neuroskeptic. Discover. April 22, 2018. 

 

Aneurysm strikes baseball pitcher, but why? A neurosurgeon explains the mysterious condition 

The Conversation. Hoh B. April 23, 2018. 

 

Infinitesimal Odds: A Scientist Finds Her Child’s Rare Illness Stems From the Gene She Studies 

Belluck P. The New York Times. April 23, 2018. 
 

We’re underestimating the mind-warping potential of fake video 

Resnick B. Vox. April 23, 2018. 
 

What Happens When Geneticists Talk Sloppily About Race 

Holmes I. The Atlantic. April 25, 2018. 
 

A continuum of consciousness: The Intrinsic Consciousness Theory (Interview with Kathinka Evers) 

Meylan G. The Human Brain Project. April 25, 2018.  
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http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29677575
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https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/23/health/genes-mutation-foxg1-brain.html
https://www.vox.com/science-and-health/2018/4/20/17109764/deepfake-ai-false-memory-psychology
https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2018/04/reich-genetics-racism/558818/
https://www.humanbrainproject.eu/en/follow-hbp/news/a-continuum-of-consciousness-the-intrinsic-consciousness-theory/
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Brainstorm 110, avenue des Pins Ouest, Montréal (Québec) H2W 1R7 

514-987-5723 • neuroethics@ircm.qc.ca  

If you would like to be removed from our newsletter list, 

please email neuroethics@ircm.qc.ca  with “Newsletter-Remove” in the subject line.  

Si vous souhaitez ne plus recevoir ce bulletin, 

veuillez écrire un courriel à neuroethics@ircm.qc.ca  avec le titre « Enlever Bulletin» comme sujet.  

University of British Columbia, Neuroethics Canada  

Neuroethics at the University of Pennsylvania  

International Neuroethics Society  

Neuroethics Research Unit / L’Unité de recherche en neuroéthique  

Journal of Ethics in Mental Health  

Novel Tech Ethics  

Neuroethics at the Stanford Center for Biomedical Ethics  

Berman Institute of Bioethics’ Program in Ethics and Brain Sciences  

Centre interfacultaire en bioéthique et sciences humaines en médecine  

The Neuroethics Blog  

Emory Program in Neuroethics  

American Journal of Bioethics Neuroscience  

Neuroethics Women (NEW) Leaders  

mailto:neuroethics@ircm.qc.ca
mailto:neuroethics@ircm.qc.ca
http://www.neuroethicscanada.ca
http://neuroethics.upenn.edu/
http://www.neuroethicssociety.org/
http://www.ircm.qc.ca/neuroethics/en
http://www.jemh.ca
http://www.noveltechethics.ca
http://neuroethics.stanford.edu/
http://www.bioethicsinstitute.org/neuroethics
http://www.unige.ch/medecine/ib/accueil.html
http://www.theneuroethicsblog.com
ethics.emory.edu/neuroethics
http://www.ajobneuroscience.com
http://neuroethicswomenleaders.com/

