
 

  

  

Louis C. Charland, PhD When I began graduate studies 

in philosophy at Western University in the early 1980s, 

the topic of emotion was of marginal importance in the 

philosophy of mind and the philosophical foundations of 

cognitive and neuroscience.  Nevertheless, in 1989 I 

graduated with a dissertation on that topic entitled, 

‘Emotions and the Representational Mind: A Computa-

tionalist Perspective.  I later wrote several papers based 

on that dissertation and was pleasantly surprised to see 

them accepted by mainstream journals where emotion 

is seldom discussed (‘Philosophy of Science’, Synthese’, 

‘Philosophical Psychology’, and later, the ‘British Journal 

Email: charland@uwo.ca                          for the Philosophy of Science’).  

 

I sometimes wish I had tried to publish my dissertation. Instead, I left philosophy to pursue  

career options in health. Along the way, I discovered bioethics. I quickly saw that some of the 

ideas in my dissertation had potentially radical consequences for concepts like informed con-

sent and decision-making capacity. More recently, I have been inquiring into how affective 

terms and concepts taken from the history of psychiatry can help further contemporary research 

on mental disorders. One example is a collaborative empirical study entitled ‘Anorexia Nervosa 

as a Passion’, published in the journal ‘Philosophy, Psychiatry & Psychology’.  

 

Much of my research has been stimulated by ‘applied’ work in various health care settings. My 

experience with the Premier’s Council on Health Strategy of the Government of Ontario, the  

Toronto Hospital for Sick Children, and the Biomedical Ethics Unit at McGill University, proved 

invaluable in that regard. My current position  as Professor in the Department of Philosophy at 

Western University continues to provide me with an ideal interdisciplinary home for conducting 

my research, due to my cross-appointment with the Department of Psychiatry, a joint-

appointment with the Faculty of Health Sciences, and my membership in the Rotman Institute 

of Philosophy. 

 

Emotion is certainly a more popular topic now than it was when I began my philosophical stud-

ies. One outstanding challenge for contemporary neuroethics and neurophilosophy is the puta-

tive empirical validity our current affective theoretical terms and concepts and the question of 

their neural underpinnings. As we attempt to make headway on these issues, we need to  

carefully reexamine the history of neuroanatomy and pay greater attention to the limitations of 

our research tools and methods – for example, fMRI. Of special interest is the question what 

was lost and gained when ‘passion’ gave way to ‘emotion’ as the keyword for the affective  

sciences.  

 

 

Profile | Profil 

 

I n s i d e  t h i s  

i s s u e :  

Profile 

Profil 

1 

Announcements 

Annonces 

 

2 

Events 

Événements 

 

2 

Neuroethics 

literature 

Littérature en 

neuroéthique 

5 

Resources 

Ressources 

7 

 

V o l .  9  N o .  6   

A p r i l  1 / 1  a v r i l  2 0 1 6  B r a i n s t o r m  

E d i t o r i a l  

t e a m  /  

É q u i p e  

é d i t o r i a l e   

John Aspler, 

Editor / Éditeur 

Dearbhail 

Bracken-Roche, 

Editor / Éditrice 

Eric Racine, PhD, 

Editor -in-chief/ 

Éditeur en chef 

Prepared by the 

Neuroethics research unit  

at the IRCM 

Préparé par l’unité de 

recherche en neuroéthique 

de l’IRCM  

neuroethics@ircm.qc.ca 

http://publish.uwo.ca/~charland


 

  

 

If you would like to 

post any events, 

announcements,  or 

news of interest 

please contact us at 

neuroethics@ircm.qc.

ca (subject line: 

Brainstorm Events 

and Announcements)  

 

Call for Abstracts: The Ethics of Disordering, hosted by the Centre for Professional Ethics at 

Keele University, UK, 25 May, 2016 

Submission Deadline: 4 April, 2016, click here for more info. 

 

Summer Course: Ethics in Dementia Care, 6-8 July, 2016, Leuven, Belgium 

Early Bird Deadline: May 16th, 2016, click here for more info. 

 

Call for Abstracts: International Neuroethics Society Annual Meeting, November 10-11, 

2016, San Diego, USA 

Submission Deadline: June 1, 2016, click here for more info. 

 

Call for Neuroethics Essays: International Neuroethics Society Student/Postdoc Essay  

Contest 

Submission Deadline: June 15, 2016, click here for more info. 

 

Conference: Does Neuroscience Have Normative Implications? 

Date: April 15-16, 2016 

Location: Illinois Institute of Technology, Chicago, click here for more info.  

 

The University of Gothenburg and the Gothenburg Responsibility Project  — Workshop on 

Agency and Responsibility 

Date: May 5-6, 2016, Gothenburg, Sweden, click here for more info. 

 

Conference: Ethics and the Brain  

Date: May 20-21, 2016 

Location: Insight Institute or Neurosurgery and Neuroscience, Flint, Michigan, click here 

for more info. 

 

Conference — Care in Practice: On the Philosophy and Implementation of Care Ethics 

Date: June 1-2, 2016 

Location: Humanities Research Institute, University of Sheffield, UK, click here for more 

info. 

 

Johns Hopkins Bioethics Intensives 2016 

Date: Various dates, June 2016 

Location: Johns Hopkins Berman Institute of Bioethics, Baltimore, MD, click here for more 

info. 
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http://permalink.gmane.org/gmane.science.philosophy.region.europe/20430
https://gbiomed.kuleuven.be/english/research/50000687/50000697/summer-course
http://www.neuroethicssociety.org/call-for-abstracts
http://www.neuroethicssociety.org/essay-contest?utm_source=news&utm_medium=email&utm_term=essay&utm_content=name&utm_campaign=newsletter
http://ethics.iit.edu/neuroscience_normative_implications
http://gothenburg-responsibility-project.gu.se/research/conferences-and-workshops/workshop-2016
http://www.cognethic.org/eb.html
http://www.cognethic.org/eb.html
https://ethicaldemand.wordpress.com/events/care-ethics-conference-2/
https://ethicaldemand.wordpress.com/events/care-ethics-conference-2/
http://www.bioethicsinstitute.org/education-training-2/bioethics-intensives
http://www.bioethicsinstitute.org/education-training-2/bioethics-intensives
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ARTICLES 
The Case. Mishra R. Camb Q Healthc Ethics. 2016 Apr; 25(2): 330. 

 

Are patients with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis at risk of a therapeutic misconception? 
Kim SY, Wilson R, De Vries R, Ryan KA, Holloway RG, Kieburtz K. J Med Ethics. 2016 Mar 10. 

 

Responsibilities of Health Care Professionals in Counseling and Educating Patients With 

Incurable Neurological Diseases Regarding "Stem Cell Tourism": Caveat Emptor.  

Bowman M, Racke M, Kissel J, Imitola J. JAMA Neurol. 2015 Nov; 72(11): 1342-5.  

 

Transitions in Parkinson's disease in primary care: protocol of a longitudinal mixed methods 

study. Plouvier AO, Olde Hartman TC, van Weel C, Bloem BR, Lagro-Janssen AL. BMJ Open. 

2015 Jun 2; 5(6): e007171.  

 

Attitudes of the autism community to early autism research. 

Fletcher-Watson S, Apicella F, Auyeung B, Beranova S, Bonnet-Brilhault F, Canal-Bedia R, 

Charman T, Chericoni N, Conceição IC, Davies K, Farroni T, Gomot M, Jones E, Kaale A11, 

Kapica K, Kawa R, Kylliäinen A, Larsen K, Lefort-Besnard J, Malvy J, Manso de Dios S,  

Markovska-Simoska S, Millo I, Miranda N, Pasco G, Pisula E, Raleva M, Rogé B, Salomone E, 

Schjolberg S, Tomalski P, Vicente AM, Yirmiya N. Autism. 2016 Mar 14.  

 

Exit exceptionalism: mental disease is like any other medical disease. 

Hofmann B. J Psychiatry Neurosci. 2015 Nov; 40(6) :E36.  

 

Reflections on Addiction in Students Using Stimulants for Neuroenhancement: A Preliminary 

Interview Study. 

Hildt E, Lieb K, Bagusat C, Franke AG. Biomed Res Int. 2015; 2015: 621075.  

 

Smoking ban in psychiatric wards raises safety and ethical issues. 

Subramaniam A. Australas Psychiatry. 2015 Jun; 23(3): 310-1. 

 

Spontaneous Decisions and Free Will: Empirical Results and Philosophical Considerations. 

Rigato J, Murakami M, Mainen Z. Cold Spring Harb Symp Quant Biol. 2014; 79: 177-84.  

 

Safety of research into severe and treatment-resistant mood disorders: analysis of outcome 

data from 12 years of clinical trials at the US National Institute of Mental Health. 

Nugent AC, Iadarola ND, Miller FG, Luckenbaugh DA, Zarate CA Jr. Lancet Psychiatry. 2016 

Mar 9. [Epub ahead of print]. 

 

Future needs for informed consent in stem cell clinical trials in neurodegenerative diseases. 

Hellmers N, Obeng-Aduasare Y, de Melo-Martín I, Henchcliffe C. Neural Regen Res. 2016 

Jan; 11(1): 83-5.  

 
How we may think: Imaging and writing technologies across the history of the neurosciences. 

Borck C. Stud Hist Philos Biol Biomed Sci. 2016 Mar 15. [Epub ahead of print]. 
 

A Conversation with Patricia Churchland. 

Churchland P, Witkowski J. Cold Spring Harb Symp Quant Biol. 2014; 79: 263-5.  
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http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26957457
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26964569
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26322563
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26322563
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26038355
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26038355
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26975669
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26513543
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26064931
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26064931
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26014629
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25746063
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26971192
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26971192
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26981090
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26992284
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26092890


 

  

 

 

‘Brain doping’ may improve athletes’ performance: Electrical stimulation seems to boost 

endurance in preliminary studies. 

Reardon S. Nature. 2016 Mar 11; 531(7594): 283-4. 

 

Non-Motor Symptoms of Essential Tremor Are Independent of Tremor Severity and Have 

an Impact on Quality of Life. Musacchio T, Purrer V, Papagianni A, Fleischer A, Mackenrodt 

D, Malsch C, Gelbrich G, Steigerwald F, Volkmann J, Klebe S. Tremor Other Hyperkinet Mov  

(N Y). 2016 Mar 8; 6: 361.  

 

 

NEWS AND SOCIAL MEDIA 
Four neuromyths that are still prevalent in schools – debunked 

Busch B. The Guardian: Teacher Network. February 24, 2016.  

 

Virtual reality could be an ethical minefield – are we ready? 

Ananthaswamy A, interviewing Metzinger T. New Scientist. March 04, 2016. 

 

A mathematical view on personality 

Sæbø S. Metacognition. March 10, 2016. 

 

The Neuroscientist Who Lost Her Mind 

Lipska BK. The New York Times. March 12, 2016. 

 

A Brief History of Autism Research 

Nuwer R. The Atlantic. March 15, 2016. 

 

A Pill for Down Syndrome 

Becker AJ. The Atlantic. March 15, 2016. 

 

Naming the devil: The mental health double bind 

Lee JL. The Neuroethics Blog. March 15, 2016. 

 

The NFL Fumbles a Key Concession on Concussions 

Chandler A. The Atlantic. March 15, 2016. 

 

Moral Psychology: An Exchange 

Haidt J and Pinker S, reply by Shaw T. New York Review of Books. March 17, 2016. 

 

Toronto man who was granted right to doctor-assisted death has died 

CBC News. March 18, 2016. 

 

How Corporations Will Use Artificial Empathy to Sell Us More Shit 

Oberhaus D. Motherboard. March 20, 2016. 

 

Should Parents of Children With Severe Disabilities Be Allowed to Stop Their Growth? 

Field G. The New York Times. March 22, 2016. 
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http://www.nature.com/news/brain-doping-may-improve-athletes-performance-1.19534
http://www.nature.com/news/brain-doping-may-improve-athletes-performance-1.19534
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26989573
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26989573
http://www.theguardian.com/teacher-network/2016/feb/24/four-neuromyths-still-prevalent-in-schools-debunked
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2079601-virtual-reality-could-be-an-ethical-minefield-are-we-ready/
http://blogg.nmbu.no/solvesabo/2016/03/a-mathematical-view-on-personality/
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/03/13/opinion/sunday/the-neuroscientist-who-lost-her-mind.html
http://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2016/03/a-history-of-autism-research/473712/
http://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2016/03/down-syndrome-mother/473832/
http://www.theneuroethicsblog.com/2016/03/naming-devil-mental-health-double-bind_15.html
http://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2016/03/nfl-concussion-cte/473856/
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/2016/04/07/moral-psychology-an-exchange/
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/physician-assisted-death-1.3497462
http://motherboard.vice.com/read/how-companies-will-use-artificial-empathy-to-sell-you-more-shit
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/03/27/magazine/should-parents-of-severely-disabled-children-be-allowed-to-stop-their-growth.html
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Brainstorm 110, avenue des Pins Ouest, Montréal (Québec) H2W 1R7 

514-987-5723 • neuroethics@ircm.qc.ca  

If you would like to be removed from our newsletter list, 

please email neuroethics@ircm.qc.ca  with “Newsletter-Remove” in the subject line.  

Si vous souhaitez ne plus recevoir ce bulletin, 

veuillez écrire un courriel à neuroethics@ircm.qc.ca  avec le titre « Enlever Bulletin» comme sujet.  

University of British Columbia, National Core for Neuroethics  

Neuroethics at the University of Pennsylvania  

International Neuroethics Society  

Neuroethics Research Unit / L’Unité de recherche en neuroéthique  

Journal of Ethics in Mental Health  

Novel Techethics  

Neuroethics at the Stanford Center for Biomedical Ethics  

Berman Institute of Bioethics’ Program in Ethics and Brain Sciences  

Centre interfacultaire en bioéthique et sciences humaines en médecine  

The Neuroethics Blog  

Emory Program in Neuroethics  

American Journal of Bioethics Neuroscience  

Neuroethics Women (NEW) Leaders  

mailto:neuroethics@ircm.qc.ca
mailto:neuroethics@ircm.qc.ca
http://www.neuroethicscanada.ca
http://neuroethics.upenn.edu/
http://www.neuroethicssociety.org/
http://www.ircm.qc.ca/neuroethics/en
http://www.jemh.ca
http://www.noveltechethics.ca
http://neuroethics.stanford.edu/
http://www.bioethicsinstitute.org/neuroethics
http://www.unige.ch/medecine/ib/accueil.html
http://www.theneuroethicsblog.com
ethics.emory.edu/neuroethics
http://www.ajobneuroscience.com
http://neuroethicswomenleaders.com/

